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I think any of us who has lost a loved one can really understand the pain and 

the grief, the disappointment that Martha and Mary felt in the Gospel today. 

Martha, Mary and Lazarus were 3 of Jesus’ closest friends and when Lazarus 

was ill Martha and Mary sent a message to Jesus hoping that he would come 

and cure his great friend as Jesus had done countless times with so many 

others. Jesus didn’t come and so as well as the pain and the grief of losing their 

brother, I think they also probably felt let-down by Jesus. At their time of need 

it would appear that Jesus had not responded to their message. 

Lazarus had been dead for four days when Jesus did eventually arrive. Martha 

is the one that came out to meet Jesus, we hear that Mary stayed in the house, 

perhaps she is too full of grief to speak to Jesus.  

The three Gospels that we have on the 3rd, 4th and 5th Sundays of Lent this year 

are so important as we look towards the great celebration of Easter. On the 3rd 

Sunday of Lent we heard how Jesus offers the Samaritan woman at the well 

the ‘living water’ of eternal life. Last Sunday we heard how Jesus restored the 

sight of the man born blind and, as his eyes are opened, he professes his faith 

and is given new sight and new faith in Jesus. The Gospel this weekend is about 

life and the new life that Jesus gives to Lazarus by raising him from the dead.  

In the Gospel we see a real example of how Jesus is fully human as well as 

being fully divine. We are told that Jesus loved Martha, Mary and Lazarus, he 

was in great distress and that he wept. We see real pain, real grief and a real 

sense of loss that we all feel when we loose someone that we love. 

For the third weekend in succession we hear of an amazing encounter this time 

between Martha and Jesus. Jesus said to Martha, ‘I am the Resurrection and 

the Life. If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live, and 

whoever lives and believes in me will never die.’ And then he asked the 

crucial question ‘do you believe this?’ A really tough question to answer, 

amidst all the pain and the grief that she felt, but Martha was able to respond 

with her great profession of faith ‘Yes Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, 

the Son of God the one who was to come into this world.’ 

They took away the stone from the tomb and Jesus instructed Lazarus to ‘come 

out’. Lazarus came out still wrapped in the burial cloths. ‘Unbind him, let him 

go free’ said Jesus. 
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I think that the raising of Lazarus is the greatest sign that Jesus performs, but 

like the other signs we have reflected on over these last weeks; the giving of 

‘living water’ to the woman at the well, and restoring ‘new sight’ to the blind 

man, it points to the greater reality of the Resurrection that we will celebrate 

at Easter. Through the Resurrection of Jesus, sin and death are conquered 

forever. 

When we celebrate the funerals of our loved ones we express in the liturgy the 

triumph of Christ’s victory but we also acknowledge the sadness of the human 

and present reality of the loss that death brings.  

The message/good news that is given to us is the sure and the certain hope 

that our loved ones and all the faithful departed enjoy that great victory won 

by Jesus who says to us today, ‘I am the Resurrection and the Life. If anyone 

believes in me, even though he dies he will live, and whoever lives and believes 

in me will never die.’  

Pope Francis in his special Urbi et Orbi (to the City and to the World) blessing to pray 
for an end to the Covid-19 coronavirus pandemic on Friday evening spoke about 
the calming of the storm passage in Mark’s Gospel. He said, “In this situation 
we feel afraid and lost, like the disciples whose boat was in danger of sinking 
while Jesus slept at the stern…If we turn to Jesus and hand Him our fears He 
will conquer them…Because this is God’s strength: turning to the good 
everything that happens to us, even the bad things. He brings serenity into our 
storms, because with God life never dies….In the midst of isolation when we 
are suffering from a lack of tenderness and chances to meet up, and we 
experience the loss of so many things let us once again listen to the 
proclamation that saves us: He is risen and is living by our side.” 
                                                                                                                                                       

Let’s pray that the Lord of Life and love may be with us and conquer and calm 

any storms and fears that we are experiencing at this time and bring us the 

serenity and peace that we need. 

 May God be with you and bless you and your families, please take care and be 

assured of my prayers as I celebrate Mass for you this morning.  

Please pray for me, sending you much love. 

Fr Phil x 
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 We bring all our prayers and needs before the Lord of Life and love: 

For the Church: in this challenging time, may she be a sign of hope, for all peoples 

reflecting the light of Christ to the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For those in positions of authority, especially those who serve in government: may 

they make wise decisions for the common good and in caring for the most 

vulnerable. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For all who are sick or suffering in any way at this time: may they, and their families, 

know grace and healing in their time of need. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For those who are self-isolating: trusting in the Lord Jesus and receiving the support 

of the community around them, may they know that they are never for a single 

moment alone. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For health care professionals and our emergency services: may they be granted 

health and strength in their generous service of those in greatest need. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer.  

For those who undertake works of charity and service: may we never forget to put 

others before ourselves, remembering especially the poor and the most vulnerable. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For ourselves as Holy Week draws near: may we know more deeply the love which 

casts out fear. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For those who have died during this public health crisis, especially those who have 

died in this past week Sean Barnes, Alan Lockwood and George Cull: may they find 

light and peace forever. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We call upon Mary the Help of Christians and all the saints of our Shrewsbury 

Diocese to pray with us and for us as we say: “Hail Mary...”  

We place our own private intentions before the Lord in a moment of stillness. 

 

Loving Father, we offer these and all our prayers to you through your Son, who is 

Christ Our Lord, Amen. 
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Spiritual Communion 
Prayer of St Alphonsus 

 

My Jesus,                                                                                                                                                                                 
I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.                                                                                             
I love you above all things and                                                                                               
I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.                                                                                                                                                            
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,                                                                                                         
come spiritually into my soul                                                                                                   
so that I may unite myself wholly to you now and forever.                                                                                                                                    
Amen.  

 


