
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

O Sing a new song to the Lord,  

for he has worked wonders;  

in the sight of the nations  

he has shown his deliverance, alleluia. 
 

COLLECT 

Almighty ever-living God,  

constantly accomplish the Paschal Mystery 

within us, that those you were pleased to 

make new in Holy Baptism may, under your 

protective care, bear much fruit and come to 

the joys of life eternal.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
 

FIRST READING                               6:1-7 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.  

About this time, when the number of 

disciples was increasing, the Hellenists 

made a complaint against the Hebrews: in 

the daily distribution their own widows were 

being overlooked. So the Twelve called a 

full meeting of the disciples and addressed 

them, 'It would not be right for us to neglect 

the word of God so as to give out food; 

you, brothers, must select from among 

yourselves seven men of good reputation, 

filled with the Spirit and with wisdom; we 

will hand over this duty to them, and 

continue to devote ourselves to prayer and 

to the service of the word'. The whole 

assembly approved of this proposal and 

elected Stephen, a man full of faith and of 

the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, 

Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and 

Nicolaus of Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 

They presented these to the apostles, who 

prayed and laid their hands on them. The 

word of the Lord continued to spread: the 

number of disciples in Jerusalem was 

greatly increased, and a large group of 

priests made their submission to the faith. 

The word of the Lord. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                Ps 32 

Response: May your love be upon us,  

   O Lord, as we place all our hope in you. 

1.Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you  

   just;  

   for praise is fitting for loyal hearts.   

   Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp,  

   with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs.  

       (R.) 

2.For the word of the Lord is faithful  

   and all his works to be trusted.  

   The Lord loves justice and right  

   and fills the earth with his love.        (R.) 

3.The Lord looks on those who revere  

   him,  

   on those who hope in his love,  

   to rescue their souls from death,  

   to keep them alive in famine.             (R.) 
 

SECOND READING                          2:4-9  

A reading from the first letter of St Peter. 

The Lord is the living stone, rejected by 

men but chosen by God and precious to him; 

set yourselves close to him so that you too, 

the holy priesthood that offers the spiritual 

sacrifices which Jesus Christ has made 

acceptable to God, may be living stones 

making a spiritual house. As scripture says: 

See how I lay in Zion a precious cornerstone 

that I have chosen and the man who rests his 

trust on it will not be disappointed.  That 

means that for you who are believers, it is 

precious; but for unbelievers, the stone 

rejected by the builders has proved to be the 

keystone, a stone to stumble over, a rock to 

bring men down. They stumble over it 

because they do not believe in the word; it 

was the fate in store for them. But you are a 

chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 

consecrated nation, a people set apart to sing 

the praises of God who called you out of the 

darkness into his wonderful light.   

The word of the Lord. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Jesus said: ‘I am the Way, the Truth and 

the Life.  

No one can come to the Father except 

through me.’  

Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL                                         14: 1-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according 

to John.  

Jesus said to his disciples: 

 'Do not let your hearts be troubled.  

Trust in God still, and trust in me. 

There are many rooms in my Father's house;  

if there were not, I should have told you.  

I am now going to prepare a place for you, 

and after I have gone and prepared you a 

place,  

I shall return to take you with me;  

so that where I am  

you may be too.  

You know the way to the place where I am 

going.'  

Thomas said, 'Lord, we do not know where 

you are going, so how can we know the 

way?' Jesus said:  

'I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.  

No one can come to the Father except 

through me. 

If you know me, you know my Father too.  

From this moment you know him and have 

seen him.'  

Philip said, 'Lord, let us see the Father and 

then we shall be satisfied'. 'Have I been with 

you all this time, Philip,' said Jesus to him 

'and you still do not know me?  

'To have seen me is to have seen the Father,  

so how can you say, "Let us see the Father"?   

Do you not believe  

that I am in the Father and the Father is in 

me? 

The words I say to you I do not speak as 

from myself: 

 it is the Father, living in me, who is doing 

this work.  

You must believe me when I say  

that I am in the Father and the Father is in 

me;  

believe it on the evidence of this work, if for 

no other reason. 

I tell you most solemnly,  

whoever believes in me  

will perform the same works as I do myself,  

he will perform even greater works,  

because I am going to the Father. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

O God, who by the wonderful exchange 

effected in this sacrifice have made us 

partakers of the one supreme Godhead, 

grant, we pray, that, as we have come to 

know your truth, we may make it ours by a 

worthy way of life.  

Through Christ our Lord. 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

I am the true vine and you are the 

branches, says the Lord.  

Whoever remains in me, and I in him, 

bears fruit in plenty, alleluia! 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Graciously be present to your people, we 

pray, O Lord, and lead those you have 

imbued with heavenly mysteries to pass 

from former ways to newness of life. 

Through Christ our Lord. 
 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 

 

How would you explain God and the Trinity 

to someone who is not a Christian? 

What does the Trinity mean to you? Does 

understanding God as Trinity make a 

difference in your relationship with God? 

Who is God the Father to you? What part 

does the Father play in your life? What 

characteristics of God does the Father help 

you to see? 

Who is the Holy Spirit to you? What part 

does the Holy Spirit play in your life? What 

characteristics of God does the Holy Spirit 

help you to see? 

Who is Jesus to you? What part does Jesus 

play in your life? What characteristics of God 

does Jesus help you to see? Through our 

actions how can we reveal the Father to 

others? The Holy Spirit? Jesus? 

Why was Jesus’ humanity important to our 

salvation? How is the belief that we are 

created in God’s image and likeness reflected 

in the humanity of Jesus? 

GOSPEL ACTION 

Consider how your life can better reflect 

Jesus’ life. Do something good for another 

person this week without letting them know 

you did so.  

Sixth Sunday of Easter Yr A 

First Reading: Acts                  8:5-8. 14-17 

Second Reading: 1 Peter                 3:15-18  

Gospel: John                                 14: 15-21 



Homily 
10th May 2020 – 5th Sunday of Easter 

 

‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one can come to the Father except 
through me.’ 
 
Dear friends, we celebrated on Friday the 75th anniversary of VE Day that 
marked the end of WW2. It was good to be able to remember and give thanks 
for that day and for all those who paid the ultimate sacrifice in service of their 
country giving us the freedom that we enjoy now. This evening the Prime 
Minister will outline the roadmap of how we are going to move out of the 
lockdown following our ongoing battle with COVID-19. I think today is an 
opportunity to remember and give thanks for all the doctors, nurses, care-
workers and all who have been at the forefront caring for those who have and 
are suffering from coronavirus and especially those who have died whilst doing 
this.     
 
The Gospel today takes us to the Last Supper, the special meal that Jesus had 
with his disciples on the night before he died; after he had washed his 
disciples’ feet Jesus begins his final discourse or speech. The discourse covers 
four chapters in John’s Gospel (this shows how important it is) and in the 
words that he says Jesus is preparing his disciples for the future without him. 
I’m sure it was only much later that the disciples would really start to 
understand quite what Jesus was saying to them. 
 
This weekend we have the beginning of that discourse and I know the first part 

of the Gospel reading will be familiar to us.  I think we can understand that the 

disciples are anxious and worried, they know that something is going to 

happen they are just not sure what. Jesus tells them not to let their hearts be 

troubled or afraid, he tells them to trust in God and trust in Him. He says that 

there are many rooms in his Father’s house, room for us all and he says that he 

is going to prepare a place for us, and that he will return to take us with him, 

so that where he is we may be too. 

It’s Thomas who questions Jesus and says ‘Lord we do not know where you are 
going so how can we know the way?’  and Jesus says to Thomas ‘I am the Way, 
the Truth and the Life. No one can come to the Father except through me.’ 
 
I am the Way - I still have printed maps and A-Zs in my car but very rarely, if 
ever, use them. We rely nowadays on Sat Navs, Google Maps or other digital 
apps to get us from one place to another. Sometimes we choose not to turn 
the Sat Nav on, thinking that we already know the way, and can get lost.                                                                                                                       
In our spiritual lives we don’t need any satellite navigation system or roadmap 
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because we have Jesus who is the one that leads us, guides us and shows us 
the way. However, if we don’t follow Jesus, thinking that we know best/the 
way, we will get lost. Jesus is for us the Way and it is only through Jesus that 
we can come to the Father and come to know the Father. 
 
I am the Truth - There is a lot of fake news and spin shared in our world today, 
particularly on social media, news that can be spread in an instant; people 
receive little snippets of information and short messages and very often blindly 
believe what they read, see or hear without question.                                             
We can be assured that there is no fake news or spin with Jesus.                                                    
Jesus is the one who gives us the Truth, who speaks the Truth, who is the Truth 
and who asks us to follow the Truth and calls us in our lives to be people of 
truth. 
 
I am the Life – Last week we heard Jesus say at the end of the Gospel, ‘I have 
come so that they may have life and have it to the full.’ At Easter we 
celebrate that new and fullness of life that has been won for us by Jesus 
through his death on the Cross and the Resurrection from the dead.  Through 
the Paschal Mystery Jesus opened the gates to Heaven and offers us the sure 
and certain hope of everlasting and eternal life. 
 
Jesus talks of the relationship between himself and the Father, ‘If you know 
me, you know my Father too…I am in the Father and the Father is in me…The 
words I say to you I do not speak as from myself: It is the Father, living in me, 
who is doing this work.’ Unlike the disciple Philip in the Gospel we know that 
Jesus is the one who reveals the Father to us, through Jesus we come to know 
the Father. Next week we will reflect a little more on that relationship of love 
that exists between Father and Son; an intimate and loving relationship that 
we are all invited into and be part of.  
 
Jesus says to us, ‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one can come to 
the Father except through me.’ As we await to hear just what the plan for 
easing the current restrictions and moving forward is this evening, let’s place 
our hope and trust in the one who leads and guides us always, Jesus not Boris! 
 
Dear friends, please be patient, there is light at the end of the tunnel, take care 
and stay safe. Sending you my love, prayers and best wishes.                                                                                                                              
May the Risen Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life guide you this coming 
week and may Almighty God be with you and bless you and your families.                                                                                                      
Fr Phil x                                                                        
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Bidding Prayers and Spiritual Communion                                                                                                                                                                   

10th May 2020 – 5th Sunday of Easter   

 

No one can come to the Father except through Jesus; we offer our prayers as always 

to the Father through Jesus who is the Way, the Truth and the Life: 

For the Church, ourselves and Christians everywhere; may we always follow Jesus, in 

the knowledge that he is the one who leads and guides us to the Father.   

                                                                             Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For our Government leaders and advisors; especially at this moment as we begin to 

move out of lockdown, may they make wise decisions for the common good of all.                                                                 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For those who are sick, especially those affected by the coronavirus; may they know 

the grace and healing of Jesus, the Risen Lord.     Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For the families of those who have died recently and those who are sick; may they 

experience the love and peace of Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life.                                  

              Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For all who work in the NHS, all medical & social care staff, emergency services and 

key-workers; may they be granted health and strength in their continued generous 

service of their sisters and brothers.                       Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

As we celebrate the 75th anniversary of VE Day; we remember and give thanks for all 

those who gave their lives in service of their country allowing us to have the peace 

and freedom we enjoy today.                     Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For the faithful departed, especially Miriam Bridson and all the doctors, nurses and 

care and key-workers who have died recently: “Eternal rest…”  

In this Marian month we ask Mary, Our Mother, to intercede for us: “Hail Mary...”  

 

Heavenly Father,                                                                                                                                                                       

Hear our prayers that we offer to you.                                                                                   

Help us to follow your Son Jesus who is the Way, the Truth and the Life.                                                                                          

We make these and all prayers through the same Jesus,                                                                    

who is our Risen Lord and Saviour, Amen. 
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Spiritual Communion 

Prayer of St Alphonsus 
 

My Jesus,                                                                                                                                                                                 
I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.                                                                                             
I love you above all things and                                                                                                           
I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.                                                                                                                                                            
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,                                                                                                         
come spiritually into my soul                                                                                                          
so that I may unite myself wholly to you now and forever.                                                                                                                                    
Amen.  
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