
Entrance Antiphon 

O Lord, hear my voice, for I have called to you; of you my 

heart has spoken: Seek his face; hide not your face from me, 

alleluia. 

 

Collect 

Graciously hear our supplications, O Lord, so that we, who 

believe that the Saviour of the human race is with you in your 

glory, may experience, as he promised, until the end of the 

world, his abiding presence among us. Who lives and reigns 

with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. 

 

First Reading                                                     Acts 1:12-14 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

After Jesus was taken up into heaven the apostles went back 

from the Mount of Olives, as it is called, to Jerusalem, a short 

distance away, no more than a sabbath walk; and when they 

reached the city they went to the upper room where they were 

staying; there were Peter and John, James and Andrew, 

Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son 

of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Jude son of James. 

All these joined in continuous prayer, together with several 

women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 

brothers. 

The word of the Lord 

    

Responsorial Psalm                            Psalm 26(27):1, 4,7-8 

 

Response: I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the 

land of the living. 

 

1. The Lord is my light and my help; whom shall I fear? The 

Lord is the stronghold of my life; before whom shall I shrink? 

I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the 

living. 

 

Response: I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the 

land of the living. 

 

2. There is one thing I ask of the Lord, for this I long, to live 

in the house of the Lord, all the days of my life, to savour the 

sweetness of the Lord, to behold his temple. 

 

Response: I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the 

land of the living. 

 

3. O Lord, hear my voice when I call; have mercy and 

answer. Of you my heart has spoken: ‘Seek his face.’ 

 

Response: The Lord is king, most high above all the earth. 

 

Second Reading                                                  1 Peter 4:13-16 
A reading from the First Letter of St Peter 

If you can have some share in the sufferings of Christ, be 

glad, because you will enjoy a much greater gladness when 

his glory is revealed. It is a blessing for you when they insult 

you for bearing the name of Christ, because it means that you 

have the Spirit of glory, the Spirit of God resting on you. 

None of you should ever deserve to suffer for being a 

murderer, a thief, a criminal or an informer; but if anyone of 

you should suffer for being a Christian, then he is not to be 

ashamed of it; he should thank God that he has been called 

one. 

The word of the Lord 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                                cf.Jn14:18 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I will not leave you orphans, says the Lord; I will come back 

to you, and your hearts will be full of joy. Alleluia! 

 

Gospel                                                                       John 17:1-11 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: ‘Father, the hour has 

come: glorify your Son so that your Son may glorify you; 

and, through the power over all mankind that you have given 

him, let him give eternal life to all those you have entrusted 

to him. And eternal life is this: to know you, the only true 

God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I have glorified 

you on earth and finished the work that you gave me to do. 

Now, Father, it is time for you to glorify me with that glory I 

had with you before ever the world was. I have made your 

name known to the men you took from the world to give me. 

They were yours and you gave them to me, and they have 

kept your word. Now at last they know that all you have 

given me comes indeed from you; for I have given them the 

teaching you gave to me, and they have truly accepted this, 

that I came from you, and have believed that it was you who 

sent me. I pray for them; I am not praying for the world but 

for those you have given me, because they belong to you: all 

I have is yours and all you have is mine, and in them I am 

glorified. I am not in the world any longer, but they are in the 

world, and I am coming to you.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

Prayer over the Offerings 

Accept, O Lord, the prayers of your faithful with the 

sacrificial offerings, that through these acts of devotedness 

we may pass over to the glory of heaven. Through Christ our 

Lord. 

 

Communion Antiphon 

Father, I pray that they may be one as we also are one, 

alleluia. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Hear us, O God our Saviour, and grant us confidence, that 

through these sacred mysteries there will be accomplished in 

the body of the whole Church what has already come to pass 

in Christ her Head. Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

 

Readings for next week, Pentecost Sunday, Year ABC 

First Reading: Acts 2: 1-11 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12: 3-7, 12-13 

Gospel: John 20: 19-23 



Homily 
24th May 2020 – 7th Sunday of Easter 
 

‘Come Holy Spirit’ 

Dear friends, today we begin the seventh and final week of the Easter Season and I 

find it sad that we have not been able to be together in person to celebrate the 

Resurrection over these Easter weeks. However, we have been joined together 

spiritually in prayer and I have felt you all very close to me over these weeks and 

have been remembering you and praying for you, especially each day as I have 

celebrated Mass. 

On Thursday we celebrated the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord, the glorification of 

Jesus when the Father raised him up in glory. The humble Jesus who suffered and 

died and who now reigns in glory sitting at the right hand of the Father. 

The Ascension of the Lord is seen as the culmination of Jesus’ life as we look forward 

now to next weekend and to Pentecost, the Feast of the Holy Spirit and the start of 

the Church’s mission, the birthday, if you like, of the Church.  

I think the Feast of the Ascension is an important one for us. Jesus’ Ascension shows 

us the goal of our earthly journey when one day we hope that we too will share with 

him that eternal glory of Heaven. The Ascension assures us of the promise that the 

gates of Heaven are open and that Jesus has gone before us to prepare a home to 

which we are invited; through his grace and mercy, we have the promise of an 

eternal future with the Father and the Son in Heaven. 

In the First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles we hear how following the 

Ascension the disciples return to Jerusalem and are ‘joined in continuous prayer’ as 

they wait. 

We are now in the novena, the nine days between Jesus’ Ascension and Pentecost. 

These are the days that are given to us to prepare for Pentecost and the outpouring 

of the Holy Spirit. Like the disciples we too are waiting and are encouraged to join in 

continuous prayer. Over these days our prayer is, ‘Come Holy Spirit’ and we 

remember that the Spirit constantly wishes to be poured out upon us. The Holy 

Spirit, is the love of the Father and the Son that is poured into our hearts and unites 

us with both Jesus and the Father in that special relationship that we reflected on last 

week. We are invited into that relationship of love with the Father and the Son, as we 

are filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Our task is to preach the Good News and to be his witnesses in the world today. We 

will think more about this next weekend when we celebrate Pentecost and the 

coming of the Holy Spirit into our hearts and lives.  



Homily 
24th May 2020 – 7th Sunday of Easter 
 
In the Gospel today for the third Sunday running we have another passage from the 

final discourse of Jesus with his disciples. Jesus invokes the Father, ‘the hour has 

come glorify your Son so that your Son may glorify you.’ The hour that Jesus speaks 

of is the hour of his death when he will be raised on the Cross out of love for us; for 

Jesus in the Gospel of John, the crucifixion is the ‘lifting up’ of the Son of God. 

Today’s Gospel comes from a section of John that is known as the ‘priestly prayer’ of 

Jesus and he prays not only for his disciples, but for us as well. He is no longer in the 

world as he once was, but we are. His prayers I think strengthen us in the midst of 

the pandemic that we are living through. In the face of all that we are encountering, 

we have an advocate in Jesus, and another advocate in the Holy Spirit, who we will 

celebrate next week. On the night before he died, this prayer of Jesus was for us and 

I think that we can take great comfort in that.  

As we look towards the great Feast of Pentecost let’s pray this week for the gift and 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit.                                                                                                                               

I hope you are all keeping well. Thank you for your prayers for me, I am happy to 

report that my shopping ‘expedition’ was uneventful this week!☺                                                  

I am still missing you all very much, please take care and be assured of my continued 

love and prayers.                                                                                                                                           

Have a good week, Fr Phil x. 

 

 

Prayer for the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and kindle within them the fire of 

your love. 

Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created:                                                               

And you shall renew the face of the earth. 

Let us pray,                                                                                                                                   

O God who taught the hearts of your faithful by the light of the Holy Spirit, grant that 

by the gift of the same Spirit we may be always truly wise and ever rejoice in his 

consolation; through Christ our Lord, Amen. 



Bidding Prayers and Spiritual Communion                                                                                                                                                                   

24th May 2020 – 7th Sunday of Easter   

 

Jesus seated in glory intercedes for us at the right hand of the Father; with 

confidence we bring our prayers to God our loving Father: 

For Pope Francis, Bishop Mark, Fr Phil, Sr Jo and all priests, deacons and 

religious; may they lead God’s people in service and love and always for the 

good of the Church.                                        Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For our Government leaders; may they make wise decisions for the right 

reasons and for the common good of all, particularly those who are most in 

need in society.                                               Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For those who are sick, especially those affected by the coronavirus; may they 

know the grace and healing of Jesus, the Lord of love and life.                                                           

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For the families of those who have died and those who are sick; may they 

experience the love and peace of Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life.                        

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For all who work in the NHS, all medical & social care staff, emergency services 

and keyworkers; may they be granted health and strength in their continued 

generous service of their sisters and brothers.                                                               

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For ourselves and our human family; as we celebrate the 5th anniversary of 

‘Laudato Si’ may we be faithful stewards of Creation caring for and protecting 

Our Common Home.                                       Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For the faithful departed, especially Bishop Vincent Malone and all those who 

have died recently: “Eternal rest…”  

In this month of May we ask Mary our Mother to intercede for us: “Hail 

Mary...”  

 

Loving Father,                                                                                                                                                                       

As we await the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, we offer these and all 

our prayers to you in faith and trust and in the unity of the same Holy Spirit,                                                                                                 

through your Son Jesus who is Christ Our Lord, Amen. 

 



Bidding Prayers and Spiritual Communion                                                                                                                                                                   

24th May 2020 – 7th Sunday of Easter   

 

Spiritual Communion 

Prayer of St Alphonsus 
 

My Jesus,                                                                                                                                                                                 
I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.                                                                                             
I love you above all things and                                                                                                           
I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.                                                                                                                                                            
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,                                                                                                         
come spiritually into my soul                                                                                                          
so that I may unite myself wholly to you now and forever.                                                                                                                                    
Amen.  
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