
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

Your merciful love, O God,  

we have received in the midst of your 

temple.  

Your praise, O God, like your name, 

reaches the ends of the earth;  

Your right hand is filled with saving 

justice.  
 

COLLECT 

O God, who in the abasement of your Son  

have raised up a fallen world, fill your 

faithful with holy joy, for on those your 

have rescued from slavery to sin you 

bestow eternal gladness.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. 
 

FIRST READING                          9:9-10 

A reading from the prophet Zechariah 

The Lord says this: 

‘Rejoice heart and soul, daughter of Zion! 

Shout with gladness, daughter of 

Jerusalem! 

See now, your king comes to you; 

he is victorious, he is triumphant,  

humble and riding on a donkey,  

on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

He will banish chariots from Ephraim  

and horses from Jerusalem;  

the bow of war will be banished.  

He will proclaim peace for the nations. 

His empire shall stretch from sea to sea, 

from the River to the ends of the earth.’ 

The word of the Lord. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM           Ps144 

Response: I will bless your name for 

ever, O God my King. 
 

1.I will give you glory, O God my King, 

   I will bless your name for ever.  

   I will bless you day after day  

   and praise your name for ever.          (R.) 
 

2.The Lord is kind and full of compassion, 

   slow to anger, abounding in love.  

   How good is the Lord to all,  

   Compassionate to all his creatures.   (R.) 
 

3.All your creatures shall thank you, 

   O Lord,   and your friends shall repeat         

their blessing. 

They shall speak of the glory of your         

reign and declare your might, O God. 

(R) 
 

4.The Lord is faithful in all his words  and 
loving in all his deeds.  

   The Lord supports all who fall  

   and raises all who are bowed down. (R.) 

 

 

SECOND READING                8:9.11-13 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to 

the Romans.       

Your interests are not in the unspiritual, but 

in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has 

made his home in you. In fact, unless you 

possessed the Spirit of Christ you would 

not belong to him, and if the Spirit of him 

who raised Jesus from the dead is living in 

you, then he who raised Jesus from the 

dead will give life to your own mortal 

bodies through his Spirit living in you. 

So then, my brothers, there is no necessity 

for us to obey our unspiritual selves or to 

live unspiritual lives. If you do live in that 

way, you are doomed to die; but if by the 

Spirit you put an end to the misdeeds of the 

body you will live. 

The word of the Lord. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven 

and earth,  

for revealing the mysteries of the 

kingdom to mere children.  

Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL                                     11:25-30 

A reading from the holy Gospel 

according to Matthew  

Jesus exclaimed, 'I bless you, Father, Lord 

of heaven and of earth, for hiding these 

things from the learned and the clever and 

revealing them to mere children. Yes, 

Father, for that is what it pleased you to do. 

Everything has been entrusted to me by my 

Father; and no one knows the Son except 

the Father, just as no one knows the Father 

except the Son and those to whom the Son 

chooses to reveal him. 

'Come to me, all you who labour and are 

overburdened, and I will give you rest. 

Shoulder my yoke and learn from me, for I 

am gentle and humble in heart, and you 

will find rest for your souls. Yes, my yoke 

is easy and my burden light.' 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

May this oblation dedicated to your name 

purify us, O Lord,  

and day by day bring our conduct  

closer to the life of heaven.  

Through Christ our Lord. 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

Taste and see that the Lord is good; 

blessed the man who seeks refuge in 

him.  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Grant, we pray, O Lord, that, having been 

replenished by such great gifts, we may 

gain the prize of salvation and never cease 

to praise you. Through Christ our Lord. 
 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 
 

 
 

What is the value of prayer? Do you have 

a regular prayer time? What are your 

favourite places to pray? 
 

There are four kinds of prayer: adoration, 

contrition, thanksgiving, and petition. 

Which type of prayer do you use most 

often? Least often? Does how you pray 

reflect what is going on in your life? 
 

Can reading scripture be a form of prayer? 

What are your favourite Scripture passages 

(you can use your own words to describe 

them)? 
 

How did Jesus pray? Where did he go to 

pray? How does Scripture say he spoke to 

heavenly Father? Can we pray to the Father 

as Jesus did, in a conversational, intimate 

way? 
 

How important is prayer in the life of a 
faith community? What forms of prayer do 

faith communities use? 
 

What is the most perfect prayer for a faith 

community? Why is music a good prayer 

form at liturgy? 
 

Do you pray regularly for other people? 

How do we know each other’s prayer 

needs? 
 

GOSPEL ACTION 
 

This week, pray in a different way and at a 

different time than what you are normally 

accustomed to.  When someone asks you to 
pray for them this week actually follow 

through on their request. Try to get back 

into the habit of saying bedtime prayers. 
 

 

Readings – 15th Sunday Year A 
First Reading: Isaiah                      55:10-11 

Second Reading: Romans                8:18-23 

Gospel: Matthew                               13:1-23 



Homily 
5th July 2020 – 14th Sunday Ordinary Time, Year A  
 

‘Come to me and I will give you rest’ 
 

Dear friends, in the Gospel today we receive a special invitation from the Lord 
to come to him and receive his rest. The Lord in his goodness and kindness 
takes on our burdens and anything that may be weighing us down at the 
present time. We also receive a second invitation to shoulder the Lord’s yoke 
and learn from him because he tells us that his yoke is easy and his burden is 
light. 
 
When we think of a yoke it speaks to us of something that is burdensome; 
we’ve all had to shoulder the yoke of lockdown for these past weeks and 
months and all the struggles and challenges that has brought for us. It has not 
been easy, I know, particularly for those of us who have been self-isolating; the 
loneliness of isolation, the lack of social interaction and the physical touch of 
another human person has been difficult, however, Jesus is the one who has 
always been with us and being able to shoulder his yoke of love has certainly 
helped me, and I hope you also. 
 
Yesterday, on 4th July, I gave thanks to God for 22 years of priesthood as I 
celebrated my ordination anniversary. I can’t believe that it was 22 years ago 
that Bishop Brian ordained me to the priesthood at St Alban’s, surrounded by 
the love of my family and friends and brother priests. It was the greatest day 
of my life and an occasion that changed me and my life for ever.  
 
On that day I offered myself for a life of service as I lay prostrate before the 
altar; I received the grace of ordination conferred by Bishop Brian who was 
always a great inspiration and example to me and a good friend. I would like to 
suggest that we all spend a few moments remembering dear Bishop Brian 
today and praying for him that he may rest in peace. In the ordination 
ceremony Bishop Brian laid his hands on my head invoking the Holy Spirit to 
come down upon me and he then anointed my hands with sacred Chrism 
preparing me to stand at the altar, as a priest, and offer the bread and wine 
which becomes the Body and Blood of Christ himself. 
 
It has been a wonderful 22 years and I don’t think I can imagine myself being 
anything other than a priest. I love it and I have had so many rich and varied 
experiences over the years as a parish priest, a school chaplain, a hospital 
chaplain and Bishop’s Vicar. It’s not been without its challenges at times but no 
life is ever straightforward, there have been far more joys than challenges! 



Homily 
5th July 2020 – 14th Sunday Ordinary Time, Year A  
 
I give thanks this weekend for the last 22 years of priestly life and I look 
forward to many more years of service of God and God’s people. 
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to say thank you to you all, my parish family, 
for your continued love and support of me over these last 10 years that I have 
been back here in Wallasey with you, it has been great to be back in my 
hometown amongst friends. One of the things that I have really missed during 
lockdown so much is not being able to see you and be with you particularly for 
Mass, it isn’t the same offering a private Mass on your own. 
 
I would like also to say thank you to my family, particularly my Mum and Dad, 
I know I am blessed to have had such wonderful parents and for their great 
example of love and faith. Thank you to all my family for ‘putting up’ with me 
and helping keep my feet firmly on the ground! 
 
This may surprise you, but I am not perfect. I have spent some time reflecting 
over these last weeks on my weaknesses and frailties, which are many 
(particularly when standing in shopping queues!) and I am sorry for the times 
that I may have got things wrong. I have been reading a book recently about St 
John Mary Vianney, the Curé of Ars and the patron saint of priests, he was a 
wonderful priest, I realise I have still got a long way to go! ☺ 
 
I am truly blessed and I give thanks to God especially this weekend, as I do 
every day, for the gift of priesthood. How wonderful on my anniversary to be 
able to celebrate Mass once again in Church with the doors open. Our God of 
love invites us all to come to him today because as it says in the psalm, ‘the 
Lord is kind and full of compassion, abounding in love, how good is the Lord to 
all.’ 
 
Please pray for me, and because we are not able to have a celebration in 
Church, have a drink (at home) with me today. Let’s also pray this weekend for 
vocations and that many more people will generously respond to the Lord’s 
call to the priesthood, diaconate and religious life.  
May God bless you, with love, Fr Phil x. 
 
 
One final thank you…. 
to Jurgen Klopp and ‘the boys’ for winning the Premier League for the first time 
since I have been a priest! 



Bidding Prayers and Spiritual Communion                                                                                                                                                                   

5th July 2020 – 14th Sunday Ordinary Time, Year A   

 

We bring all our prayers before God our loving Father: 

For the Church, the Body of Christ here on earth; may she continue to be 

a beacon of God’s love for all.             Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For ourselves and Christians everywhere; may we accept the invitation to 

come to the Lord and receive the rest and peace that only he can give. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For Fr Phil as he celebrates his ordination anniversary this weekend; may 

he continue to be blessed in the service of God’s people for many years 

to come.                                                   Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For those who are sick, especially those affected by the coronavirus; may 

they know the grace and healing of Jesus, the Lord of love and life.                                                             

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and religious life; may many 

people hearing the Lord’s invitation respond generously to the call of the 

Good Shepherd.                                     Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For those who suffer racism and any form of discrimination: may we 

actively promote racial justice and uphold the dignity of every human 

person made in the image and likeness of God.                                                      

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For our human family; may we be faithful stewards of Creation caring for 

and protecting Our Common Home. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For Bishop Brian Noble and all the faithful departed: “Eternal rest grant 

upon them…” 

We ask Mary our Mother to join her prayers with ours as we say: “Hail 

Mary...”  

 

Heavenly Father,                                                                                                                                                                       

We offer these and all our prayers in faith and trust and in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, through your Son Jesus who is Christ Our Lord, Amen. 
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Spiritual Communion 

Prayer of St Alphonsus 
 

My Jesus,                                                                                                                                                                                 
I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.                                                                                             
I love you above all things and                                                                                                           
I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.                                                                                                                                                            
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,                                                                                                         
come spiritually into my soul                                                                                                          
so that I may unite myself wholly to you now and forever.                                                                                                                                    
Amen.  
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