
First reading 

1 Kings 3:5,7-12 

Solomon chooses the gift of wisdom 

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said, ‘Ask what you would like me to 
give you.’ Solomon replied, ‘O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in 
succession to David my father. But I am a very young man, unskilled in leadership. Your 
servant finds himself in the midst of this people of yours that you have chosen, a people 
so many its number cannot be counted or reckoned. Give your servant a heart to 
understand how to discern between good and evil, for who could govern this people of 
yours that is so great?’ It pleased the Lord that Solomon should have asked for this. 
‘Since you have asked for this’ the Lord said ‘and not asked for long life for yourself or 
riches or the lives of your enemies, but have asked for a discerning judgement for 
yourself, here and now I do what you ask. I give you a heart wise and shrewd as none 
before you has had and none will have after you.’ 

 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 118(119):57,72,76-77,127-130 

Lord, how I love your law! 

My part, I have resolved, O Lord, 
 is to obey your word. 
The law from your mouth means more to me 
 than silver and gold. 

Lord, how I love your law! 

Let your love be ready to console me 
 by your promise to your servant. 
Let your love come and I shall live 
 for your law is my delight. 

Lord, how I love your law! 

That is why I love your commands 
 more than finest gold, 
why I rule my life by your precepts, 
 and hate false ways. 

Lord, how I love your law! 

Your will is wonderful indeed; 
 therefore I obey it. 
The unfolding of your word gives light 
 and teaches the simple. 

Lord, how I love your law! 



Second reading 

Romans 8:28-30 

Those he called, he justified 

We know that by turning everything to their good, God co-operates with all those who 
love him, with all those he has called according to his purpose. They are the ones he 
chose specially long ago and intended to become true images of his Son, so that his Son 
might be the eldest of many brothers. He called those he intended for this; those he 
called he justified, and with those he justified he shared his glory. 

 
 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

Jn15:15 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I call you friends, says the Lord, 
because I have made known to you 
everything I have learnt from my Father. 
Alleluia! 

 
 
 

Gospel 

Matthew 13:44-52 

He sells everything he owns and buys the field 

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field which 
someone has found; he hides it again, goes off happy, sells everything he owns and buys 
the field. 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls; when he finds 
one of great value he goes and sells everything he owns and buys it. 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea that brings in a haul of 
all kinds. When it is full, the fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect 
the good ones in a basket and throw away those that are no use. This is how it will be at 
the end of time: the angels will appear and separate the wicked from the just to throw 
them into the blazing furnace where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth. 

‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, ‘Well then, every 
scribe who becomes a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who 
brings out from his storeroom things both new and old.’ 
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‘Seek ye first the Kingdom of God’ 
 

Dear friends, In the Gospel today we are presented with three more parables 
concerning the Kingdom of Heaven; Jesus says that the Kingdom of Heaven is 
like treasure that is hidden in a field, fine pearls and a net that is cast into the 
sea. This is the third and final week that we will be reflecting on this ‘chapter of 
parables’ that has gone some way to helping us understand what the Kingdom 
of Heaven, the Kingdom of God is like.  
 
The first two parables today concern great treasure that is immensely valuable, 
a treasure that people are prepared to go to great lengths to obtain, the 
treasure in the field and the fine pearls. I suppose the question for us is just 
how far are we prepared to go to obtain this treasure, to gain entry to the 
Kingdom of Heaven, how important is it really to us? Are we prepared to give 
up everything that we have in order to enter the Kingdom of Heaven? 
 
While last Sunday’s parables highlighted the growth and spread of the 
Kingdom of God, the first two parables today speak of the value of the 
Kingdom above anything else. Both the merchant and the man working in the 
field go and sell everything they have in order to obtain what they have found. 
They are willing to give up everything so that they can have the treasure/fine 
pearls. 
 
It seems that Jesus is telling us that when the Kingdom of God is found, its 
value causes everything else to diminish in comparison. Perhaps the parables 
here call us to reflect on what is essential and what is superfluous in our lives. I 
wonder what is your ‘precious pearl’, what is your ‘treasure’ and what would 
you be willing to give up to possess it? 
 
Discipleship involves a response on our part, there is a cost to discipleship that 
we have to pay in order to hopefully win our eternal reward in Heaven; entry 
into the Kingdom of Heaven is not something that we gain simply by virtue of 
our being baptised. We are called to live lives of love, service and faith always 
following the Master and walking in his footsteps. This is not always easy, but 
our reward will be great in Heaven if we do all that we can to follow Our Lord.    
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Faith and discipleship is more than just investing in a comfortable afterlife. 
When Jesus was talking about the Kingdom of Heaven, he was also talking 
about what enriches our lives in the present, the here and now. Every morning 
and evening it is the Jewish tradition to recite the commandment: ‘You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul.’ That is what Jesus meant 
by ‘selling everything.’ God’s Kingdom is about wholehearted commitment; 
making the daily choices that please God and doing what God asks of us. This is 
how we find true happiness and this is what we must do to gain our eternal 
reward in God’s great Kingdom of Heaven. As the popular hymn goes, ‘Seek ye 
first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness.’ 
 
This week I should have been going to Lourdes with the Diocesan Pilgrimage 
but unfortunately with the current pandemic the Pilgrimage was cancelled 
some time ago. However, in its place, there is a virtual Diocesan Pilgrimage 
that we are all invited to join and be part of. I have attached the Pilgrimage 
timetable and would encourage you to use this opportunity to spend some 
time over the next week or so in quiet prayer and contemplation ‘on 
Pilgrimage’ with us.  
 
Next Saturday I am leading the virtual Torchlight Procession at 8pm, I have 
already done the filming for this, so to be totally honest I won’t be live, but it 
will come from our Church and it is a chance for us to be gathered ‘virtually’ 
together in prayer across the Diocese. I will invite people to pray for their own 
personal intentions as well as for our Church and our world. Please join in if 
you are able, we pray through the intercession of Our Lady of Lourdes to Jesus 
himself and we ask Our Lady of Lourdes and St Bernadette to pray for us. 
 
On Wednesday this week I will be celebrating a Requiem Mass for John 
McSorley, the first funeral that will be celebrated in Church since lockdown 
(Numbers are strictly limited for funerals to 30, so unfortunately only family 
will be able to attend). Please remember to pray for the happy repose of John’s 
soul and to pray for Marie and all the family at this difficult time. 
 
As ever sending my love and prayers to you all, God bless,     Fr Phil x. 
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Let’s humbly bring all our prayers to our Heavenly Father: 

For Pope Francis; may he be granted a discerning heart to govern 

God’s people, the Church.                Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For our Parish and all parishioners; may these holiday weeks be a time of 

rest and relaxation for all.                    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For ourselves; may we give up all that is superfluous and meaningless in 

order to embrace the fullness of the Kingdom of God.                             

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For those who are sick, especially those affected by the coronavirus; may 

they know the grace and healing of Jesus, the Lord of love and life.                                                             

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and religious life; may many 

people hearing the Lord’s invitation respond generously to the call of the 

Good Shepherd.                                     Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For those who suffer racism and any form of discrimination: may we 

actively promote racial justice and uphold the dignity of every human 

person made in the image and likeness of God.                                                      

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For our human family; may we learn to value God’s Creation and learn to 

protect Our Common Home.               Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For all the faithful departed especially John McSorley who has died 

recently: “Eternal rest grant upon them…” 

We ask Our Lady of Lourdes and all the Saints to join their prayers with 

ours as we say: “Hail Mary...”  

 

God our loving Father,                                                                                                        

in faith and in trust we offer you these and all our prayers                                                  

through your Son who is Christ our Lord, Amen 



Bidding Prayers and Spiritual Communion                                                                                                                                                                   

26th July 2020 – 17th Sunday Ordinary Time, Year A   

 

Spiritual Communion 

Prayer of St Alphonsus 
 

My Jesus,                                                                                                                                                                                 
I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.                                                                                             
I love you above all things and                                                                                                           
I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.                                                                                                                                                            
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,                                                                                                         
come spiritually into my soul                                                                                                          
so that I may unite myself wholly to you now and forever.                                                                                                                                    
Amen.  

 



Diocese of Shrewsbury 
Virtual Pilgrimage to Lourdes Programme 

 
 

 

Date 
 

Time 
 

Event 
 

Venue/Location 
 

 
 

DAY 1 
Thurs 30th 

July 

8.30am Messages of Welcome  Website, Facebook Page & 
YouTube 

9am Live Opening Mass and Catechesis  
Celebrant: Bishop Mark Davies 

Shrewsbury Cathedral via  
Church Services TV 

2pm Passage through the Grotto 
 

Website, Facebook Page & 
YouTube 

 
 
 
 

DAY 2 
Fri 31st 

July 

10am Live Grotto Mass  
Celebrant: Fr Tony McGrath 

Christ Church, Heald Green via 
their website.  

2pm Water Service led by Fr Pat Munroe Website, Facebook Page & 
YouTube 

4pm Live Mass at the Grotto in Lourdes 
Celebrants: Fr David Long  

and Fr Peter Sharrocks 

Lourdes TV 

5pm Virtual Blessed Sacrament  Website, Facebook Page & 
YouTube 

6pm 
 

Youth Service with Bishop Mark Davies 
and SYMT 

Website, Facebook Page & 
YouTube 

 
 
 

DAY 3 
Sat 1st 
Aug 

12pm Live Mass remembering Key Workers  
Celebrant: Fr Peter Burke 

St Alban’s RC Church, Macc via 
Church Services TV 

2pm Penitential Service led by Fr Owen 
Gallagher 

Website, Facebook Page & 
YouTube 

4pm  Blessing of the Sick led by Fr Pat Munroe 
 

Website, Facebook Page & 
YouTube 

8pm 
 

Virtual Torchlight Procession 
 

Website, Facebook Page & 
YouTube 

 
 

DAY 4 
Sun 2nd 

Aug 

11am  Live Streamed Mass 
Celebrant: Fr Chris Matthews 

Saint Michael and All Angels 
Church, Woodchurch via Church 

Services TV  
2pm  Songs of Praise led by Fr Stephen Wooley Website, Facebook Page & 

YouTube 
8pm Quiz Night Zoom – Links and passwords will be 

sent out beforehand.  
 

DAY 5 
Mon 3rd 

Aug 

9am Live Final Mass, where deceased pilgrims 
will be remembered 

Celebrant: Bishop Mark Davies 

Shrewsbury Cathedral via  
Church Services TV 

10.30am Hospitality Message Website, Facebook Page & 
YouTube 

2pm  Stations of the Cross – Hillside and Lower 
stations.  

Website, Facebook Page & 
YouTube 

5pm Holy Hour led by Deacon Robert Dykes Website, Facebook Page & 
YouTube 

8pm Shrewsbury Live Lounge Website, Facebook Page & 
YouTube 

DAY 6 
Tues 4th 

Aug 

10am Message of thanks Website, Facebook Page & 
YouTube 

11am  A look back at our previous pilgrimages  Website, Facebook Page & 
YouTube 

 

Check our website https://shrewsburylourdes.com/ for full details of the programme 
including joining instructions for Masses, ceremonies and other events. 

All Zoom events will require a password – these will be sent on request. 

led by Canon Phil Moor
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