
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

As for me, in justice I shall behold your 

face; I shall be filled with the vision of your 

glory. 
 

COLLECT 

O God, who show the light of your truth  

to those who go astray,  

so that they may return to the right path,  

give all who for the faith they profess  

are accounted Christians  

the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the 

name of Christ  

and to strive after all that does it honour. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for  ever and ever.  
 

FIRST READING                         55:10-11 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow 

come down from the heavens and do not 

return without watering the earth, making it 

yield and giving growth to provide seed for 

the sower and bread for the eating, so the 

word that goes from my mouth does not 

return to me empty, without carrying out my 

will and succeeding in what it was sent to do.’ 

The word of the Lord. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                 Ps64 

Response: Some seed fell into rich soil  

                   and produced its crop. 

1.You care for the earth, give it water,  

you fill it with riches.  

Your river in heaven brims over  

to provide its grain.          (R) 

2.And thus you provide for the earth;  

you drench its furrows,  

you level it, soften it with showers, 

you bless its growth.          (R) 

3.You crown the year with your goodness.  

Abundance flows in your steps,  

in the pastures of the wilderness it flows.(R) 

4.The hills are girded with joy,  

the meadows covered with flocks,  

the valleys are decked with wheat.  

They shout for joy, yes, they sing.         (R) 

 

SECOND READING                      8:18-23 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Romans.       

I think that what we suffer in this life can 

never be compared to the glory, as yet 

unrevealed, which is waiting for us. The 

whole creation is eagerly waiting for God to 

reveal his sons. It was not for any fault on the 

part of creation that it was made unable to 

attain its purpose, it was made so by God; but 

creation still retains the hope of being freed, 

like us, from its slavery to decadence, to 

enjoy the same freedom and glory as the 

children of God. From the beginning till now 

the entire creation, as we know, has been 

groaning in one great act of giving birth; and 

not only creation, but all of us who possess 

the first-fruits of the Spirit, we too groan 

inwardly as we wait for our bodies to be set 

free. 

The word of the Lord. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Speak, Lord, your servant is listening; you 

have the message of eternal life.  

Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL                                          13:1-23 

A reading from the holy Gospel according 

to Matthew  

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, 

but such crowds gathered round him that he 

got into a boat and sat there. The people all 

stood on the beach, and he told them many 

things in parables. 

He said, 'Imagine a sower going out to sow. 

As he sowed, some seeds fell on the edge of 

the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 

Others fell on patches of rock where they 

found little soil and sprang up straight away, 

because there was no depth of earth; but as 

soon as the sun came up they were scorched 

and, not having any roots, they withered 

away. Others fell among thorns, and the 

thorns grew up and choked them. Others fell 

on rich soil and produced their crop, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Listen, 

anyone who has ears!' 

Then the disciples went up to him and asked, 

'Why do you talk to them in parables?' 

'Because' he replied 'the mysteries of the 

kingdom of heaven are revealed to you, but 

they are not revealed to them. For anyone 

who has will be given more, and he will have 

more than enough; but from anyone who has 

not, even what he has will be taken away. The 

reason I talk to them in parables is that they 

look without seeing and listen without 

hearing or understanding. So in their case this 

prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled:  

You will listen and listen again, but not 

understand,  

see and see again, but not perceive. 

For the heart of this nation has grown coarse,  

their ears are dull of hearing, and they have 

shut their eyes, 

for fear they should see with their eyes,  

hear with their ears,  

understand with their heart,  

and be converted  

and be healed by me. 

'But happy are your eyes because they see, 

your ears because they hear! I tell you 

solemnly, many prophets and holy men 

longed to see what you see, and never saw it; 

to hear what you hear, and never heard it. 

'You, therefore, are to hear the parable of the 

sower. When anyone hears the word of the 

kingdom without understanding, the evil one 

comes and carries off what was sown in his 

heart: this is the man who received the seed 

on the edge of the path. The one who received 

it on patches of rock is the man who hears the 

word and welcomes it at once with joy. But 

he has no root in him, he does not last; let 

some trial come, or some persecution on 

account of the word, and he falls away at 

once. The one who received the seed in 

thorns is the man who hears the word, but the 

worries of this world and the lure of riches 

choke the word and so he produces nothing. 

And the one who received the seed in rich 

soil is the man who hears the word and 

understands it; he is the one who yields a 

harvest and produces now a hundredfold, 

now sixty, now thirty.' 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Look upon the offerings of the Church,  

O Lord, as she makes her prayer to you, 

and grant that, when consumed by those 

who believe, they may bring ever greater 

holiness. Through Christ our Lord. 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

The sparrow finds a home, and the 

swallow a nest for her young: by your 

altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my 

God. Blessed are they who dwell in your 

house, for ever singing your praise. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Having consumed these gifts, we pray, O 

Lord, that, by our participation in this 

mystery, its saving effects upon us may 

grow. Through Christ our Lord. 

 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 

What talents do you have that you feel are 

special for you? Do you use these talents in 

your employment? Do you use these talents 

in your free time? Do you use these talents in 

your family? 
 

If these talents are not part of your 

employment could you earn money from 

practicing them? Do these talents give you 

pleasure? 
 

Have you ever used these talents to help 

someone else without expecting anything in 

return? 
 

Why did God give each of us different 

talents? Do you value different talents or do 

you tend to follow society and value most 

highly those talents that earn large amounts 

of money? 
 

Have you ever recognized a special talent in 

someone and asked them to use their talent 

for the good of the faith community? 
 

GOSPEL ACTION 

Take stock of your faith life and decide what 

talents you could share with your faith 

community. Thank someone for sharing their 

time and talent with your parish community. 
 

Readings – 16th Sunday Year A 

First Reading: Wisdom             12:13.16-19 

Second Reading: Romans                8:26-27 

Gospel: Matthew                             13:24-43 



Homily 
12th July 2020 – 15th Sunday Ordinary Time, Year A  
 

‘Listen anyone who has ears’ 
 

Dear friends, in the Gospel today we hear the parable of the sower; chapter 13 
of Matthew’s Gospel is sometimes called the chapter of parables because in 
this chapter Matthew has 7 of Jesus’ parables. A parable is a simple short story 
that illustrates or explains an idea or a religious/moral principle. At the time of 
Jesus parables were a popular teaching method and a method that Jesus uses 
many times in the Gospels.  
 
Jesus himself calls today’s parable ‘the parable of the sower’ and Matthew’s 
version of the parable mirrors the version that is found in Mark’s Gospel. 
Significantly we hear how Jesus sat by the lakeside but when the crowds grew 
too large he moved to a boat where he sat as well. The verb used for sat recalls 
the Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus also sat to teach and this is an 
indication of a true teacher, who always sits to dispense wisdom or teaching. 
 
In many ways there is no need for a homily today because Jesus himself 
explains the meaning of the parable to the disciples. I wonder what sort of 
seed are we and where does the seed land for us? The seed is the word of God 
that is scattered and sown and Jesus gives four different scenarios for the 
scattered seed; some falls upon a path, some falls on rocky ground, some falls 
among thorns and some lands in rich soil. 
 
Jesus says that ‘the one who received the seed in rich soil is ‘the one who 
hears the word and understands it’, they yield a harvest and produce many 
times over.  We are called to be this person who hears and receives the word 
of the Lord that is scattered generously in the soil of our hearts; having 
received the word we are then called to produce a rich harvest through the 
lives that we live, the deeds that we perform and the people that we are. 
 
I don’t know whether you remember but before we went into lockdown we 
were, and still are, celebrating a Year of the Word; unfortunately with the 
events of the last few months this focus has taken a back seat but perhaps now 
is a time when we can re-visit it. 
 
In this Year of the Word we are invited to listen afresh to ‘the God who 
speaks.’ Scripture is foundational to the life of the Catholic Church and the 
vision for the year is to celebrate, share and live out our faith through deeper 
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Scriptural engagement and create new and renewed encounters with Christ 
through the Scriptures. 
 
The three key themes for the year are: 
 

1. Celebrating God’s Word; in discovering and renewing a genuine love for 
the word of God, we nurture our relationship with Christ. Through the 
Bible, we meet Christ who is alive in his word. We can listen to him 
speaking and guiding us in our daily lives. 

2. Living God’s Word; enriching our social action and outreach.              
Scripture teaches us how to live in society today, to respect the wonder 
of creation, especially each human being and to work towards the 
common good. The Scriptures inspire us to put faith into action, living 
God’s word and doing God’s word. 

3.  Sharing God’s Word; enriching our formation, proclamation and 
evangelisation. The Bible has inspired and continues to inspire learning, 
culture, art, music and literature. It challenges technology and social 
media to open-up new ways and to encounter and share Christ in the 
world. 
 

Through these ways we have a unique opportunity to nurture and inspire our 
faith through attentiveness to the Bible and the great riches of our spiritual 
history and traditions. Perhaps we can use these next weeks and months to 
listen to the God who speaks to us in many different ways but particularly 
through the Scriptures. Why not try and spend just a few minutes each 
day/week reflecting on the Sunday Scriptures and listening to God who 
generously scatters the seed of his word in the soil of our hearts; let’s pray that 
we may be the rich soil that produces much fruit. 
 
May God be with you and bless you with his love this coming week, Fr Phil x. 
 
Prayer for the Year of the Word 
Living God, you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and our fears and shows us how to 
live for one another.  
Send us the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds so that we may be your 
witnesses throughout the world, Amen. 
V. Your word is our path and your truth is our light.  
R. This day and every day. 



Bidding Prayers and Spiritual Communion                                                                                                                                                                   

12th July 2020 – 15th Sunday Ordinary Time, Year A   

 

Let’s pray that we may be living signs of God’s Word in our world: 

For the Church and for Christians everywhere; may God’s Word be seen 

and heard in his people.              Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For all our young people; may they grow in faith, hope and love and live 

the fullness of life that is God’s dream for them.                                                

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For those who do not know God; may our lives be an effective witness to 

them of God’s loving kindness and mercy.                                                   

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For those who are sick, especially those affected by the coronavirus; may 

they know the grace and healing of Jesus, the Lord of love and life.                                                             

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and religious life; may many 

people hearing the Lord’s invitation respond generously to the call of the 

Good Shepherd.                                     Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For those who suffer racism and any form of discrimination: may we 

actively promote racial justice and uphold the dignity of every human 

person made in the image and likeness of God.                                                      

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For our human family; may we be faithful stewards of Creation caring for 

and protecting Our Common Home. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For all the faithful departed: “Eternal rest grant upon them…” 

We ask Our Lady and all the Saints to join their prayers with ours as we 

say: “Hail Mary...”  

 
God our loving Father, grant that your living word that we hear, and 
your real presence that we receive, will inspire us to be that 
real presence and living word in our world today. 
and we make this prayer through Christ our Lord.  R/ Amen 
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Spiritual Communion 

Prayer of St Alphonsus 
 

My Jesus,                                                                                                                                                                                 
I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.                                                                                             
I love you above all things and                                                                                                           
I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.                                                                                                                                                            
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,                                                                                                         
come spiritually into my soul                                                                                                          
so that I may unite myself wholly to you now and forever.                                                                                                                                    
Amen.  
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