
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me; 

save the servant who trusts in you, my 

God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I 

cry to you all the day long.  

 

COLLECT 

O God, who cause the minds of the faithful 

to unite in a single purpose, grant your 

people to love what you command and to 

desire what you promise, that, amid the 

uncertainties of this world, our hearts may 

be fixed on that place where true gladness is 

found. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 

Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. 

  

FIRST READING                         22:19-23 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Thus says the Lord of hosts to Shebna, the 

master of the palace: 

I dismiss you from your office, 

I remove you from your post, 

and the same day I call on my servant 

Eliakim son of Hilkiah. 

I invest him with your robe,  

gird him with your sash,  

entrust him with your authority;  

and he shall be a father  

to the inhabitants of Jerusalem  

and to the House of Judah. 

I place the key of the House of David  

on his shoulder;  

should he open, no one shall close,  

should he close, no one shall open. 

I drive him like a peg  

into a firm place; 

he will become a throne of glory  

for his father's house. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM               Ps137 

Response: 

Your love, O Lord, is eternal,  

discard not the work of your hands. 

 

1I thank you, Lord, with all my heart,  

   you have heard the words of my mouth.  

   Before the angels I will bless you. 

   I will adore before your holy temple.   (R.) 

 

2.I thank you for your faithfulness and love  

   which excel all we ever knew of you.  

   On the day I called, you answered;  

   you increased the strength of my soul. (R.) 

 

3.The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly  

   and the haughty he knows from afar.  

   Your love, O Lord, is eternal,  

   discard not the work of your hands.     (R.) 
 

 

 

SECOND READING                    11:33-36 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Romans.       

How rich are the depths of God - how deep 

his wisdom and knowledge - and how 

impossible to penetrate his motives or 

understand his methods! Who could ever 

know the mind of the Lord? Who could ever 

be his counsellor? Who could ever give him 

anything or lend him anything? All that 

exists comes from him; all is by him and for 

him. To him be glory for ever! Amen. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

God in Christ was reconciling the world 

to himself, and he has entrusted to us the 

news that they are reconciled. 

Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL                                        16:13-20 

A reading from the holy Gospel according 

to Matthew  

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea 

Philippi he put this question to his disciples, 

'Who do people say the Son of Man is?' And 

they said, 'Some say he is John the Baptist, 

some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of 

the prophets'. 'But you,' he said 'who do you 

say I am?' Then Simon Peter spoke up, 'You 

are the Christ,' he said 'the Son of the living 

God'. Jesus replied, 'Simon son of Jonah, 

you are a happy man! Because it was not 

flesh and blood that revealed this to you but 

my Father in heaven. So I now say to you: 

You are Peter and on this rock I will build 

my Church. And the gates of the underworld 

can never hold out against it. I will give you 

the keys of the kingdom of heaven: 

whatever you bind on earth shall be 

considered bound in heaven; whatever you 

loose on earth shall be considered loosed in 

heaven.' Then he gave the disciples strict 

orders not to tell anyone that he was the 

Christ. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

O Lord, who gained for yourself a people by 

adoption through the one sacrifice offered 

once and for all, bestow graciously on us, 

we pray, the gifts of unity and peace in your 

Church. Through Christ our Lord. 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

The earth is replete with the fruits of your 

work, O Lord; you bring forth bread 

from the earth and wine to cheer the 

heart. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Complete within us, O Lord, we pray, the 

healing work of your mercy and graciously 

perfect and sustain us, so that in all things 

we may please you. Through Christ our 

Lord. 

 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you understand the word “messiah” 

to mean? Why would God promise to send a 

messiah to the chosen people? 

 

Why do you think God created us? What 

might this have to do with our being made 

in God’s image and likeness? 

 

Why did God come to earth as Jesus? Is 

there another way God could have saved us 

from sin? How? 

 

What would it have meant if God had taken 

away our free will in order to save us? Do 

you think God’s gift of free will is an 

expression of God’s love for us? Why or 

why not?  

 

What does Jesus’ death and resurrection 

mean to you personally? What hope would 

you have for eternity without Jesus’ death 

and resurrection? 

 

As a Christian, how do you participate in 

solidarity with Jesus in his death? What 

does it mean for you to die to self? To die 

to sin? 

 

How do you participate in Jesus’ 

resurrection? How does this participation 

make a difference in your life? In the lives 

of those around you? 

 

How is your faith community an example of 

what Jesus’ death and resurrection 

symbolize?  

 

GOSPEL ACTION 

 

Consider a way that you can die to 

sinfulness this week. What can you do to 

atone for your sins? Meditate on your 

sinfulness and make a firm resolution to 

change some aspect of your life. 

 

Readings – 22nd Sunday Year A 

First Reading: Jeremiah                     20:7-9 

Second Reading: Romans                  12:1-2 

Gospel: Matthew                             16:21-27 



Homily 
23rd August 2020 – 21st Sunday Ordinary Time, Year A  
 

‘Who do you say I am?’ 
 

Dear friends, in the Gospel today we hear how Jesus asks the disciples, ‘who do you 

say I am?’ I suppose he is testing them to see whether or not they have really 

understood who he is and it is Simon who responds, ‘you are the Christ, the Son of 

the living God.’ 

Over the last week or so we have seen how the exam results have been poorly 

handled for our young people who have not been able to sit public exams this year. 

Strong leadership is important and in Jesus we have a strong and clear leader. Peter 

recognises that Jesus is the Messiah, the Christ and he realises that in Jesus they can 

see God. The disciples followed Jesus as soon as he called them, but I think for a long 

time they were a little puzzled what to make of him, his wonderful teaching and 

amazing actions and his godlike personality.   

Now for the first time there is some understanding from the disciples of who in fact 

Jesus is. Often it takes time for us to appreciate the true value of someone that we 

know well. Sadly, sometimes it is only when that person is no longer there that we 

realise just how special and important they were to us.  

Peter in the Gospel suddenly realises that there is God acting among them. Jesus 

replies to Peter’s recognition with his own generosity, ‘you are Peter and on this 

rock I will build my Church.’ Simon is given a new name and becomes Peter the Rock, 

the strong one; Jesus appoints him as the first leader of the Church. 

Pope Francis is the successor of Peter and I think he has given us strong and clear 

leadership since he was elected Pope. We know that Jesus is the Messiah, the Christ, 

the Son of the Living God; in ‘Christus Vivit’ Pope Francis reminds young people, and 

indeed all of us, that we are called into friendship with Christ. Pope Francis says that 

‘friendship with Jesus cannot be broken. He never leaves us….When we need him, he 

makes himself known to us; he remains at our side wherever we go’ (n.154).  

Who is Jesus for us? He is brother and our friend who through his death and 

resurrection has redeemed and saved us. We are called into a life-long friendship 

with Jesus, let’s pray that we will be true and faithful friends sharing his love, life and 

peace with others.  

 
Sending my love and prayers as always, God bless,          Fr Phil x 



Bidding Prayers and Spiritual Communion                                                                                                                                                                   

23rd August 2020 – 21st Sunday Ordinary Time, Year A   

 

We bring all our prayers before our Heavenly Father: 

For the Church and for Christians everywhere: may they recognise 

Jesus as their brother and friend.                                                          

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For true friendship in our world: may there be tolerance and mutual 

respect among people of all races, faiths and cultures.                                                  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For the sick and all those who are struggling: may they experience 

God’s healing, grace and peace in their lives.                                                  

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For our Parish; may these holiday weeks be a time of rest and 

relaxation for all.                          Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For ourselves; may we love one another through lives of faithful 

service and friendship.                 Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For peace in our world and an end to abuse, war and violence 

everywhere.                                    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For our human family; may we learn to value God’s Creation and 

protect Our Common Home.       Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For all the faithful departed especially Bill Bremner and Baby Rory 

Moulton who have died recently: “Eternal rest grant upon them…” 

We ask Our Lady and all the Saints to join their prayers with ours as 

we say: “Hail Mary...”  

 

God our loving Father,                                                                                                        

in faith and in trust                                                                                                     

we offer you these and all our prayers                                                  

through your Son who is Christ our Lord, Amen 



Bidding Prayers and Spiritual Communion                                                                                                                                                                   

23rd August 2020 – 21st Sunday Ordinary Time, Year A   

 

Spiritual Communion 

Prayer of St Alphonsus 
 

My Jesus,                                                                                                                                                                                 
I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.                                                                                             
I love you above all things and                                                                                                           
I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.                                                                                                                                                            
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,                                                                                                         
come spiritually into my soul                                                                                                          
so that I may unite myself wholly to you now and forever.                                                                                                                                    
Amen.  
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