
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

You are just, O Lord, and your 

judgement is right; treat your servant in 

accord with your merciful love. 

 

COLLECT 

O God, by whom we are redeemed and 

receive adoption, look graciously upon your 

beloved sons and daughters,  

that those who believe in Christ  

may receive true freedom  

and an everlasting in heritance.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  

 

FIRST READING                             33:7-9 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 
 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me 

as follows, 'Son of man, I have appointed 

you as sentry to the House of Israel. When 

you hear a word from my mouth, warn them 

in my name. If I say to a wicked man: 

Wicked wretch, you are to die, and you do 

not speak to warn the wicked man to 

renounce his ways, then he shall die for his 

sin, but I will hold you responsible for his 

death. If, however, you do warn a wicked 

man to renounce his ways and repent, and 

he does not repent, then he shall die for his 

sin, but you yourself will have saved your 

life. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                 Ps94 

Response: 

O that today you would listen to his voice! 

Harden not your hearts. 

 

1Come, ring out our joy to the Lord;  

   hail the rock who saves us. 

   Let us come before him, giving thanks, 

   with songs let us hail the Lord.         (R.) 

 

2.Come in; let us bow and bend low; 

   let us kneel before the God who made us  

   for he is our God and we  

   the people who belong to his pasture, 

   the flock that is led by his hand.           (R.) 

 

3.O that today you would listen to his voice!  

   ‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 

   as on that day at Massah in the desert  

   when your fathers put me to the test;  

   when they tried me, though they saw my  

   work.             (R.) 

 

SECOND READING                      13:8-10 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Romans.      

  

Avoid getting into debt, except the debt of 

mutual love. If you love your fellow men 

you have carried out your obligations. All 

the commandments: You shall not commit 

adultery, you shall not kill, you shall not 

steal, you shall not covet, and so on, are 

summed up in this single command: You 

must love your neighbour as yourself. Love 

is the one thing that cannot hurt your 

neighbour; that is why it is the answer to 

every one of the commandments. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your word is truth, O Lord,  

consecrate us in the truth. 

Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL                                        18:15-20 

A reading from the holy Gospel according 

to Matthew  
 

Jesus said to his disciples: 'If your brother 

does something wrong, go and have it out 

with him alone, between your two selves. If 

he listens to you, you have won back your 

brother. If he does not listen, take one or 

two others along with you: the evidence of 

two or three witnesses is required to sustain 

any charge. But if he refuses to listen to 

these, report it to the community; and if he 

refuses to listen to the community, treat him 

like a pagan or a tax collector. 

'I tell you solemnly, whatever you bind on 

earth shall be considered bound in heaven; 

whatever you loose on earth shall be 

considered loosed in heaven. 

'I tell you solemnly once again, if two of 

you on earth agree to ask anything at all, it 

will be granted to you by my Father in 

heaven. For where two or three meet in my 

name, I shall be there with them.' 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

O God, who give us the gift of true prayer 

and of peace, graciously grant that, through 

this offering, we may do fitting homage to 

your divine majesty and, by partaking of the 

sacred mystery, we may be faithfully united 

in mind and heart. Through Christ our Lord.    

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

Like the deer that yearns for running 

streams, so my soul is yearning for you, 

my God; my soul is thirsting for God, the 

living God. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Grant that your faithful, O Lord, whom 

you nourish and endow with life through 

the food of your Word and heavenly 

Sacrament, may so benefit from your 

beloved Son’s great gifts that we may 

merit an eternal share in his life. Who 

lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

 

 

PRAYER 

Lord, why does living in community have 

to be so difficult? Why, when we all believe 

your word, do we insist on separating 

ourselves from each other? Lord, teach me 

patience, understanding, and compassion. 

Help me learn to see life through another 

person’s eyes. Amen. 
 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is community? What is Christian 

community? 
 

What is the church? Who are members of 

the church? What is the role of church in the 

lives of its people? 
 

How does the church teach its members to 

live better lives? What kind of direct support 

does church offer its members to help 

improve their faith life? 
 

Why are there so many different viewpoints 

expressed among church members? Why do 

you think it is so difficult for the church to 

agree, especially on sensitive issues? 
 

Should the church take the gospel view-

point relative to the issues that are divisive 

today? Sometimes, in fulfilling its role, we 

may find that we do not agree with the 

actions of the church. How do you feel 

about this? Is there room for dissension 

within the church? 
 

What is the role of the church when any of 

its members sin against the community? 

How might church members sin against the 

other community members? How does 

Scripture address this situation? Does the 

situation happen today? Can you give some 

examples? 
 

Should the church be a reconciling 

community? How might the church be a 

reconciler among its own members? How 

can the church be a reconciler in the larger 

civic community? 
 

GOSPEL ACTION 
 

Do something this week to help strengthen 

your parish community. Become aware of a 

sensitive situation within the community that 

may need your prayers or talents. How can 

you enter more fully into your parish’s 

collective prayer? 
 

Readings – 24th Sunday Year A 

First Reading: Ecclesiasticus 27:30-28:7                       

Second Reading: Romans   14:7-9 

Gospel:          Matthew           18:21-35                           



Homily 
30th August 2020 – 22nd Sunday Ordinary Time, Year A  
 

   ‘The debt of mutual love’                                                               
 

Dear friends, in the Second Reading today St Paul talks of the debt of mutual love, he 

says that this is the only debt that we should be in. He goes on to say that all the 

commandments can be summed up in one single command, ‘you must love your 

neighbour as yourself.’ LOVE says Paul is the answer to every one of the 

commandments. 

In the Gospel we have a passage from the eighteenth chapter of Matthew.            

Jesus talks to his disciples about wrong-doing, I wonder whether there had been a 

problem within the group that he had been aware of. Jesus says that they should be 

honest with one another and if there is a problem or an issue to try and sort it out 

face-to-face initially with the other person alone – only if this doesn’t work are they 

to take it further. 

Mediation is one of the first ways of sorting out a legal problem or other issue. Two 

parties come together, usually with a mediator present, to try and resolve the issue; 

this is a much better, easier and cheaper way of proceeding before having to take the 

matter any further. Sometimes, if we cannot find resolution it is appropriate to ask a 

third party to mediate and try and help sort out an issue.  

In all communities and families there are always going to be some disagreements and 

misunderstandings, Jesus is very clear as to how we should try and deal with these 

situations, informally and in a spirit of love and reconciliation. The vital thing is not to 

let them fester and get out of proportion but deal with them appropriately and as 

quickly as possible so that they do not get out of hand. 

In the Gospel we also get the reminder that Christ is always present in his 

community, ‘where two or three meet in my name, I shall be there with them.’ The 

same promise is given at the beginning (Emmanuel – God with us) and at the end of 

the Gospels (I will be with you always). It is interesting to note that the same promise 

made to Peter, is also made to the Church – whatever you bind/loose on earth will 

be considered bound/loosed in Heaven. 

I suppose lots for us to reflect upon this weekend, let’s pray that we will be in the 

debt of mutual love and that we will be people of forgiveness and reconciliation 

towards one another, always aware that when we meet in the Lord’s name, he is 

really and truly present in our midst.       

Love and God bless,   Fr Phil x 



Bidding Prayers and Spiritual Communion                                                                                                                                                                   

6th September 2020 – 23rd Sunday Ordinary Time, Year A   

 

We bring all our prayers before our Heavenly Father: 

For the Church and for Christians everywhere: may they recognise 

Jesus as their brother and friend as they strive to live together in 

mutual love.                                    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For true friendship in our world: may there be tolerance and mutual 

respect among people of all races, faiths and cultures.                                                  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For the sick and all those who are struggling: may God fill them with 

his healing love, grace and peace.                                                         

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For our school communities as they begin this new academic year; 

may this year be a good time of renewed learning and love and 

support of all.                                 Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For ourselves; may we encourage and support one another through 

lives of faithful and mutual love and service.                                                                     

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For peace and reconciliation in our world.                                          

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For our human family; may we learn to value God’s Creation and 

protect Our Common Home.       Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For all the faithful departed especially Bill Bremner and Baby Rory 

Moulton who have died recently: “Eternal rest grant upon them…” 

We ask Our Lady and all the Saints to join their prayers with ours as 

we say: “Hail Mary...”  

God our loving Father,                                                                                                                                                                                                            

we offer you these and all our prayers                                                  

through your Son who is Christ our Lord, Amen 



Bidding Prayers and Spiritual Communion                                                                                                                                                                   

6th September 2020 – 23rd Sunday Ordinary Time, Year A   

 

Spiritual Communion 

Prayer of St Alphonsus 
 

My Jesus,                                                                                                                                                                                 
I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.                                                                                             
I love you above all things and                                                                                                           
I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.                                                                                                                                                            
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,                                                                                                         
come spiritually into my soul                                                                                                          
so that I may unite myself wholly to you now and forever.                                                                                                                                    
Amen.  
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