
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

All that you have done to us, O Lord,  

you have done with true judgement, 

for we have sinned against you  

and not obeyed your commandments.  

But give glory to your name  

and deal with us according to the bounty 

of your mercy. 
 

COLLECT  

O God, who manifest your almighty power 

above all by pardoning and showing mercy, 

bestow, we pray, your grace abundantly 

upon us  

and make those hastening to attain your 

promises  

heirs to the treasures of heaven.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
 

FIRST READING                         18:25-28 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me 

as follows: ‘You object, "What the Lord 

does is unjust". Listen, you House of Israel: 

is what I do unjust? Is it not what you do 

that is unjust? 

When the upright man renounces his 

integrity to commit sin and dies because of 

this, he dies because of the evil that he 

himself has committed. When the sinner 

renounces sin to become law-abiding and 

honest, he deserves to live. He has chosen to 

renounce all his previous sins; he shall 

certainly live; he shall not die.’ 

The word of the Lord. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                 Ps24 

Response: 

Remember your mercy, Lord. 

 

1.Lord, make me know your ways.  

   Lord, teach me your paths.  

   Make me walk in your truth,  

   and teach me: for you are God my  

   saviour.          (R.) 

2.Remember your mercy, Lord,  

   and the love you have shown from of old.  

   Do not remember the sins of my youth.  

   In your love remember me,  

   because of your goodness, O Lord.      (R.) 

3.The Lord is good and upright.  

   He shows the path to those who stray,  

   he guides the humble in the right path;  

   he teaches his way to the poor.             (R.) 
 

SECOND READING                        2:1-11 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Philippians.       

If our life in Christ means anything to you, 

if love can persuade at all, or the Spirit that 

we have in common, or any tenderness and 

sympathy, then be united in your 

convictions and united in your love, with a 

common purpose and a common mind. That 

is the one thing which would make me 

completely happy. There must be no 

competition among you, no conceit; but 

everybody is to be self-effacing. Always 

consider the other person to be better than 

yourself, so that nobody thinks of his own 

interests first but everybody thinks of other s 

people's interests instead. In your minds you 

must be the same as Christ Jesus: 

His state was divine,  

yet he did not cling 

to his equality with God 

but emptied himself  

to assume the condition of a slave,  

and became as men are;  

and being as all men are, 

he was humbler yet,  

even to accepting death,  

death on a cross. 

But God raised him high  

and gave him the name  

which is above all other names 

so that all beings  

in the heavens, on earth and in the 

underworld,  

should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 

and that every tongue should acclaim  

Jesus Christ as Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

The word of the Lord. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

If anyone loves me he will keep my word 

and my Father will love him,  

and we shall come to him. 

Alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL                                        21:28-32 

A reading from the holy Gospel according 

to Matthew  

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders 

of the people, 'What is your opinion? A man 

had two sons. He went and said to the first, 

"My boy, you go and work in the vineyard 

today". He answered, "I will not go", but 

afterwards thought better of it and went. The 

man then went and said the same thing to 

the second who answered, "Certainly, sir", 

but did not go. Which of the two did the 

father's will?' 'The first' they said. Jesus said 

to them, 'I tell you solemnly, tax collectors 

and prostitutes are making their way into the 

kingdom of God before you. For John came 

to you, a pattern of true righteousness, but 

you did not believe him, and yet the tax 

collectors and prostitutes did. Even after 

seeing that, you refused to think better of it 

and believe in him. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Grant us, O merciful God,  

that this our offerings may find acceptance 

with you  

and that through it the wellspring of all 

blessing  

may be laid open before us.  

Through Christ our Lord. 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

Remember your word to your servant, O 

Lord,  

by which you have given me hope.  

This is my comfort when I am brought 

low. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

May this heavenly mystery, O Lord,  

restore us in mind and body, 

that we may be coheirs in glory with Christ,  

to whose suffering we are united  

whenever we proclaim his Death.  

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  
 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Scripture passage above, which son 

failed: the son who said “no,” then changed 

his mind? Or the son who said “yes”, and 

did not do what he said he would? 

 

Do you tend to make promises you can’t 

keep? Are you reluctant to say no when you 

really don’t want to or can’t fulfil a request? 

 

How do you deal with your own failures? 

What can you learn from failure? What 

difference can failure make in your life? 

 

Why are people so often like the fox in 

Aesop’s story, who couldn’t reach the 

grapes then said he didn’t want them 

anyway? Why do we tend to turn away from 

the challenge and not try again? 

 

What is the one way you can think of to 

never fail? Would this be following God’s 

will? 

 

Why might society look upon those who 

follow God’s will as failures? 

 

How do you keep from getting discouraged 

when you fail? How can you help others 

from becoming discouraged by failure? 

 

GOSPEL ACTION 

Reflect on your activities over the last few 

weeks. Find one instance where you failed 

at something. Write about that failure, what 

you learned from it, why it happened, and 

how you tried again in spite of the failure. 

Give encouragement to someone who may 

be experiencing a sense of failure. 
 

Readings – 27th Sunday Year A 

First Reading: Isaiah                           5:1-7 

Second Reading: Philippians               4:6-9 

Gospel: Matthew                             21:33-43 
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We bring all our prayers before our Heavenly Father: 

For the Church and for Christians everywhere: may they share with 

others the gift of love and forgiveness they have received from God.                                    

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

For our human family; may we learn to value God’s Creation and 

care for and protect Our Common Home.                                                 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For those who are self-isolating and those unable to mix with family 

and friends at this time of lockdown: may they be given comfort, 

peace and hope.                            Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For the sick and all those who are suffering from COVID-19: may they 

know the comfort and peace of Christ’s healing presence.                                                         

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For our local churches as we sign our Covenant together this 

weekend: may we work together as we proclaim the Gospel to all in 

our local community.                    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For ourselves; may we encourage and support one another through 

lives of mutual love and service and may we be good and faithful 

stewards of creation.                   Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For peace and reconciliation in our world.                                          

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For all the faithful departed especially Ann Gardner who has died 

recently: “Eternal rest grant upon them…” 

We ask Our Lady and all the Saints to join their prayers with ours as 

we say: “Hail Mary...”  

God our loving Father,                                                                                                                                                                                                            

we offer you these and all our prayers                                                  

through your Son who is Christ our Lord, Amen 
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Spiritual Communion 

Prayer of St Alphonsus 
 

My Jesus,                                                                                                                                                                                 
I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.                                                                                             
I love you above all things and                                                                                                           
I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.                                                                                                                                                            
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,                                                                                                         
come spiritually into my soul                                                                                                          
so that I may unite myself wholly to you now and forever.                                                                                                                                    
Amen.  

 



 
A PASTORAL LETTER 

On Testing Times and an Invitation to go to Saint Joseph 

To be read at all Masses on Sunday 27th September 2020 

My dear brothers and sisters,  

As 2020 dawned, few of us could have imagined the testing times that lay ahead. Times 
unprecedented in the long story of this Diocese, when in response to public health measures 
the doors of our churches were closed.  During those long weeks between March and June, 
we saw many initiatives to reach out to the most vulnerable and isolated: we did not forget 
the poor.i  Amid many restrictions, priests devotedly ministered to the dying. We prayed for 
the souls of those who had died and for all who mourned the loss of loved ones.  During those 
same months, many remained close to the Church in prayer, not least by the livestreaming 
of Masses.  Some of our churches recorded the largest attendances in their history, albeit 
virtual attendances.  At the Cathedral alone, tens of thousands would share via the internet 
in the celebration of Easter and Holy Week.  Yet, we felt deeply, the loss of the public 
celebration of the Mass and being unable to fully participate in the Eucharist that is the living 
heart of our faith.   

The long-awaited return came at the beginning of July, with the gradual re-opening of our 
churches dependent on each parish putting in place stringent, public safety measures.  This 
was an enormous undertaking and must surely stand among the most remarkable 
achievements in the history of the Diocese.   Today, I wish to record the gratitude of the 
whole Diocese for the work of clergy and parish volunteers together with diocesan officers 
that enabled us to return with joy to the Holy Eucharist.  Alongside key workers in our health 
and essential services, your generosity deserves to be long remembered. 

Times of trial and upheaval can lead people to deeper faith and commitment or tragically to 
fall away.   Like the two sons described in the Gospel, our faith is proved not by sentiment, it 
is proved by what we do.   This is the simple question Jesus asks at the end of Gospel: “Which 
did the father’s will?”.ii  Faithfulness in carrying out our duties and protecting the gift of faith 
leads me to turn to the example of a man who, through testing times, did all the Lord asked 
of him.  This man is Saint Joseph, to whom the Eternal Father entrusted the care of His only 
Begotten Son together with His Blessed Mother Mary through the most bitter trials of 
poverty and exile.  To Saint Joseph the whole Church is now entrusted; and we look to him 
especially as a guide in the life of prayer, so we may be attentive to what the Lord asks of us.  
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Saint Teresa of Avila wrote, “If we cannot find a guide to teach us how to pray, let us take this 
glorious saint as a master and we will not go astray”.iii  How much we need the prayer and 
example of Saint Joseph!  Accordingly, it is to Saint Joseph that I want to entrust the recovery 
of all the communities of our Diocese from this testing time.  Today, I wish to invite the whole 
Diocese to celebrate a year of prayer dedicated to Saint Joseph from October until the 
beginning of Advent next year.   

The 1st October marks the beginning of the second decade of my service as Bishop of 
Shrewsbury.  On 21st October we will be remembering the first anniversary of the death of 
Bishop Brian Noble who guided the Diocese through many challenges.  We have been warned 
to anticipate challenging months ahead and so will ask Saint Joseph’s help to discern how 
best we can each respond to the challenges of our time.  Pope Francis reminds us how Saint 
Joseph responded to his calling “to be the protector of Mary, Jesus and the Church … by being 
constantly attentive to God, open to the signs of God’s presence and attentive to God’s plans 
not simply his own”.iv   In a similar way, says Pope Francis, we are invited to protect with love 
all that God has given us.  This will be the happiest challenge of the year ahead, that will lead 
us to “Go to Joseph”v in order to ask his prayers and learn from his example. The Joseph of 
the Old Testament, whose story is recounted in the Book of Genesis, helped his people in 
time of famine with the earthly grain that Pharaoh had entrusted to him.  In the Gospel, Saint 
Joseph would be entrusted with the care of Him who is the true Bread come down from 
Heavenvi and to guard the Holy Family on earth amid every danger.  May Saint Joseph help 
us in testing times, to protect the gifts of faith and grace God has entrusted to us.  In imitation 
of Saint Joseph’s faithfulness, may we do what the Lord asks of us, above all, when we come 
together in the Mass to do what the Lord Jesus commanded us to do in His memory.vii   

Entrusting each of you to the prayers of Saint Joseph,  

+ Mark  

Bishop of Shrewsbury 

       

 

 
i Cf. Gal. 2: 10 
ii Mt. 21: 31 
iii Book of Her Life, Chapter 6 
iv Homily at the Mass for the Inauguration of his Pontificate 19th March 2013 
v Gen: 41:49 
vi Cf. Jn. 6:42 
vii Cf. I Cor. 11:25 
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