
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

Within your will, O Lord, all things are 

established, and there is none that can 

resist your will. For you have made all 

things, the heaven and the earth, and all 

that is held within the circle of heaven; you 

are the Lord of all.   
 

COLLECT  

Almighty ever-living God, who in 

abundance of your kindness surpass the 

merits and the desires of those who entreat 

you, pour out your mercy upon us to 

pardon what conscience dreads and to give 

what prayer does not dare ask. Through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 

and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.   
 

FIRST READING                               5:1-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Let me sing to my friend the song of his love 

for his vineyard. My friend had a vineyard on 

a fertile hillside. He dug the Soil, cleared it of 

stones, and planted choice vines in it. In the 

middle he built a tower,  

he dug a press there too. He expected it to 

yield grapes, but sour grapes were all that it 

gave. And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem  

and men of Judah, I ask you to judge  

between my vineyard and me. What could I 

have done for my vineyard that I have not 

done? I expected it to yield grapes. Why did 

it yield sour grapes instead? Very well, I will 

tell you what I am going to do to my 

vineyard: I will take away its hedge for it to 

be grazed on, and knock down its wall for it 

to be trampled on. I will lay it waste, 

unpruned, undug; overgrown by the briar and 

the thorn. I will command the clouds  

to rain no rain on it. Yes, the vineyard of the 

Lord of hosts is the House of Israel,  

and the men of Judah that chosen plant.  

He expected justice, but found bloodshed, 

integrity, but only a cry of distress. 

The word of the Lord. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                 Ps79 

Response: 

The vineyard of the Lord is the House of 

Israel. 

1You brought a vine out of Egypt;  

   to plant it you drove out the nations.  

   It stretched out its branches to the sea,  

   to the Great River it stretched out its  

   shoots.     (R.) 

2.Then why have you broken down its  

   walls?  

   It is plucked by all who pass by.  

   It is ravaged by the boar of the forest,  

   devoured by the beasts of the field. (R.) 

3.God of hosts, turn again, we implore,  

   look down from heaven and see.  

   Visit this vine and protect it,  

   the vine your right hand has planted. (R.) 

 

4.And we shall never forsake you again:  

   give us life that we may call upon your  

   name.  

   God of hosts, bring us back;  

   let your face shine on us and we shall be  

   saved.     (R.) 
 

SECOND READING                          4:6-9 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Philippians.       

There is no need to worry; but if there is 

anything you need, pray for it, asking God for 

it with prayer and thanksgiving, and that 

peace of God, which is so much greater than 

we can understand, will guard your hearts 

and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. Finally, 

brothers, fill your minds with everything that 

is true, everything that is noble, everything 

that is good and pure, everything that we love 

and honour, and everything that can be 

thought virtuous or worthy of praise. Keep 

doing all the things that you learnt from me 

and have been taught by me and have heard 

or seen that I do. Then the God of peace will 

be with you. 

The word of the Lord. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I call you friends, says the Lord,  

because I have made known to you 

everything I have learnt from my Father.  

Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL                                        21:33-43 

A reading from the holy Gospel according 

to Matthew  

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders 

of the people, 'Listen to another parable. 

There was a man, a landowner, who planted 

a vineyard; he fenced it round, dug a 

winepress in it and built a tower; then he 

leased it to tenants and went abroad. When 

vintage time drew near he sent his servants to 

the tenants to collect his produce. But the 

tenants seized his servants, thrashed one, 

killed another and stoned a third. Next he sent 

some more servants, this time a larger 

number, and they dealt with them in the same 

way. Finally he sent his son to them. "They 

will respect my son" he said. But when the 

tenants saw the son, they said to each other, 

"This is the heir. Come on, let us kill him and 

take over his inheritance." So they seized him 

and threw him out of the vineyard and killed 

him. Now when the owner of the vineyard 

comes, what will he do to those tenants?' 

They answered, 'He will bring those wretches 

to a wretched end and lease the vineyard to 

other tenants who will deliver the produce to 

him when the season arrives'. Jesus said to 

them, 'Have you never read in the scriptures:  

It was the stone rejected by the builders  

that became the keystone.  

This was the Lord's doing  

 

and it is wonderful to see? 

I tell you, then, that the kingdom of God will 

be taken from you and given to a people who 

will produce its fruit.' 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Accept, O Lord, we pray, the sacrifices 

instituted by your commands and, 

through the sacred mysteries, which we 

celebrate with dutiful service, graciously 

complete the sanctifying work by which 

you are pleased to redeem us.  

Through Christ our Lord.  
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

The Lord is good to those who hope in him, 

to the soul that seeks him. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Grant us, almighty God, that we may be 

refreshed and nourished by the Sacrament 

which we have received, so as to be 

transformed into what we consume. Through 

Christ our Lord. 
 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 

     What is the very worst that could happen 

to you when you fail? Why does it usually 

seem that the consequences of our failure will 

be much worse than they actually are? 

     When you fail, how often do you turn to 

God? Has prayer ever helped when you were 

facing failure or were in a situation that was 

falling apart? Do you tend to pray more 

frequently and honestly when you are facing 

failure? 

     Does God forgive failure? Do you forgive 

yourself when you fail? Others? 

     Why do people sometimes take advantage 

of others who are facing failure instead of 

offering assistance? 

     Do people sometimes equate failure with 

weakness? Was Jesus weak because he failed 

to win over the Pharisees, Sadducees, and 

Jewish officials? 

     Do your friends understand that failure 

does not necessarily mean a lack of success? 

The apostles thought that, by his death, Jesus 

had failed, until he appeared to them after the 

resurrection. Can you identify with this 

situation? 

     How can failure help advance your faith 

life? How can your relationship with Jesus be 

affected by failure, positively or negatively? 

GOSPEL ACTION 

     Look at some serious failure in your life 

that you are still dealing with. Lift it up to 

God in prayer frequently this week. Let go of 

that failure and walk away from it. Look up 

the story of Peter in the gospels and use his 

example to understand how to leave failure 

behind. 

Readings – 28th Sunday Year A 

First Reading: Isaiah                        25:6-10 

Second Reading: Philippians 4:12-14.19-20 

Gospel: Matthew                               22:1-14 



Homily 
4th October 2020 – 27th Sunday Ordinary Time, Year A  
 
 

Dear friends, in the Gospel today is another parable in the series of parables in 

Matthew’s Gospel told by Jesus that we have been reflecting on over these last 

few weeks.  

Today, Jesus uses the imagery of Isaiah to tell a new parable about the coming 

rejection of the Son of Man and the Son of God.  

Throughout history we have stories of good tenants and wicked landlords; in 

the Gospel today we have a story of wicked tenants and a good landlord. The 

parable is an allegory of God’s dealings with his people. The landowner is God, 

the vineyard is Israel and the tenants are the people of Israel; -  but particularly 

the religious leaders of the time, the Scribes and the Pharisees, because they 

have been given charge of the vineyard by God. The servants are the prophets 

sent by God and are often rejected and killed and of course the son is Jesus 

himself whom the tenants killed. 

In the same way as the parable of the 2 sons that we reflected on last week, 

this parable was directed at the chief priests and the elders and was meant as 

a warning to them but they took no notice. Eventually the Gentiles replaced 

the Jews as God’s people and all would have been clear to Matthew’s readers. 

What the tenants did in the parable was wrong, it was ugly and sinful yet God 

did not abandon the vineyard, instead he handed it over to others who would 

act in the correct way and produce the fruits. And eventually a new building 

came into being, the new people of God. And Jesus the one that they had 

rejected and killed became the cornerstone of the new building, the Church. 

It is important to note that God never retaliated and that he never gave up on 

his people. 

No one could ever say that Jesus didn’t live in the real world, he did. He 

experienced the ugliness of the world for himself. He triumphed over evil by 

doing what is good. He is a model for all those who suffer unjustly in the cause 

of right. And he challenges us his tenants of the new vineyard, the Church, to 

produce the fruits of justice, love and peace. That’s a great privilege and a 

great challenge for us. 



Homily 
4th October 2020 – 27th Sunday Ordinary Time, Year A  
 
 

We have received so much from God, how are we tending the vineyard? How 

are we responding to the Lord’s invitation to be workers in the vineyard and 

produce good grapes from which fine wine is produced? Are we making the 

world more fruitful with works of justice, love, peace and respect for others? 

We are invited to base our lives on Jesus, Christ the cornerstone, which the 

builders rejected. The invitation for us this weekend is one of encouragement 

to make the vineyard, our Church and our world, more fruitful together. 

We are in a difficult moment as we have more lockdown restrictions and we 

battle against coronavirus once again. The second reading gave me some 

comfort this week as I was reflecting on it. St Paul speaking to the Philippians 

and this weekend to us says, ‘Do not worry, pray to God and the peace of God 

will guard our hearts in Christ Jesus.’ 

It's obviously a worrying time for us at the moment, let’s pray especially for 

ourselves this week and our families and loved ones, our communities and 

indeed our world. Let’s pray for the containment of the coronavirus and let’s 

ensure that we do all that we can to restrict the spread of the virus, following 

that simple mantra of; hands – face – space. 

Sending my love to you all. Please stay safe and let me know if you need 

anything and if I or anyone in our parish family can help. 

God bless,  Fr Phil x 

 



Bidding Prayers and Spiritual Communion                                                                                                                                                                   

4th October 2020 – 27th Sunday Ordinary Time, Year A   

 

We bring all our prayers before our Heavenly Father: 

For the Church and for Christians everywhere: may they share the fruit of the 

Kingdom of God with all people.                  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

For our human family; may we learn to value God’s Creation and care for and 

protect Our Common Home.                         Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For true friendship in our world: may there be tolerance and mutual respect 

among people of all races, faiths and cultures.                                                                         

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For those who are sick, especially those affected by the coronavirus; may they 

know the grace and healing of Jesus, the Lord.                                                                   

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For those who are the poorest and most vulnerable in our world; may we be 

generous in sharing what we have with others.                                                   

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For ourselves; may we encourage and support one another through lives of 

mutual love and service and may we be good and faithful stewards of creation.                   

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For peace and reconciliation in our world.                                                                  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For all the faithful departed especially Fr Mike Dyson, June Palmer and 

Christine Doran who have died recently: “Eternal rest grant upon them…” 

We ask Our Lady and all the Saints to join their prayers with ours as we say: 

“Hail Mary...”                                                                                                                     

God our loving Father,                                                                                                                                                                                                            

we offer you these and all our prayers                                                                

through your Son who is Christ our Lord, Amen 

 

 

 



Bidding Prayers and Spiritual Communion                                                                                                                                                                   

4th October 2020 – 27th Sunday Ordinary Time, Year A   

 

Spiritual Communion 

Prayer of St Alphonsus 
 

My Jesus,                                                                                                                                                                                 
I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.                                                                                             
I love you above all things and                                                                                                           
I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.                                                                                                                                                            
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,                                                                                                         
come spiritually into my soul                                                                                                          
so that I may unite myself wholly to you now and forever.                                                                                                                                    
Amen.  
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