
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
Save us, O Lord our God! And gather us 
from the nations, to give thanks to your 
holy name, and make it our glory to 
praise you. 
 

COLLECT 
Grant us, Lord our God, that we may 
honour you with all our mind, and love 
everyone in truth of heart. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
 

FIRST READING                 1:4-5.17-19 
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 
In the days of Josiah, the word of the Lord 
was addressed to me, saying, 'Before I 
formed you in the womb I knew you; 
before you came to birth I consecrated you; 
I have appointed you as prophet to the 
nations. So now brace yourself for action. 
Stand up and tell them all I command you. 
Do not be dismayed at their presence, or in 
their presence I will make you dismayed. I, 
for my part, today will make you into a 
fortified city, a pillar of iron, and a wall of 
bronze to confront all this land: the kings 
of Judah, its princes, its priests and the 
country people. They will fight against you 
but shall not overcome you, for I am with 
you to deliver you – it is the Lord who 
speaks.' 
The word of the Lord. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM            Ps 70 
Response: My lips will tell of your help. 
1.In you, O Lord, I take refuge;  
  let me never be put to shame.  
  In your justice rescue me, free me:  
  pay heed to me and save me.        (R.) 
2.Be a rock where I can take refuge,  
  a mighty stronghold to save me;  
  for you are my rock, my stronghold.  
  Free me from the hand of the wicked.(R.) 
3.It is you, O Lord, who are my hope,  
  my trust, O Lord, since my youth.  
  On you I have leaned from my birth.  
  From my mother’s womb you have been  
  my help.           (R) 
4.My lips will tell of your justice  
  and day by day of your help.  
  O God, you have taught me from my   
  youth  
   and I proclaim your wonders still.    (R) 
 

SECOND READING            12:31-13.13 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul 
to the Corinthians 
Be ambitious for the higher gifts. And I am 
going to show you a way that is better than 
any of them. 
If I have all the eloquence of men or of 
angels, but speak without love, I am simply 
a gong booming or a cymbal clashing. If I 
have the gift of prophecy, understanding all 
the mysteries there are, and knowing 
everything, and if I have faith in all its 

fulness, to move mountains, but without 
love, then I am nothing at all. If I give away 
all that I possess, piece by piece, and if I 
even let them take my body to burn it, but 
am without love, it will do me no good 
whatever. 
Love is always patient and kind; it is never 
jealous; love is never boastful or conceited; 
it is never rude or selfish; it does not take 
offence, and is not resentful. Love takes no 
pleasure in other people's sins but delights 
in the truth; it is always ready to excuse, to 
trust, to hope, and to endure whatever 
comes. 
Love does not come to an end. But if there 
are gifts of prophecy, the time will come 
when they must fail; or the gift of 
languages, it will not continue for ever; and 
knowledge - for this, too, the time will 
come when it must fail. For our knowledge 
is imperfect and our prophesying is 
imperfect; but once perfection comes, all 
imperfect things will disappear. When I 
was a child, I used to talk like a child, and 
think like a child, and argue like a child, but 
now I am a man, all childish ways are put 
behind me. Now we are seeing a dim 
reflection in a mirror; but then we shall be 
seeing face to face. The knowledge that I 
have now is imperfect; but then I shall 
know as fully as I am known. 
In short, there are three things that last: 
faith, hope and love; and the greatest of 
these is love. 
The word of the Lord. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the way, the Truth and the Life, 
says the Lord;  
no one can come to the Father except 
through me. 
Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL                                       4:21-30 
A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Luke 
Jesus began to speak in the synagogue, 
'This text is being fulfilled today even as 
you listen'. And he won the approval of all, 
and they were astonished by the gracious 
words that came from his lips They said, 
'This is Joseph's son, surely?' But he 
replied, 'No doubt you will quote me the 
saying, "Physician, heal yourself" and tell 
me, "We have heard all that happened in 
Capernaum, do the same here in your own 
countryside"'. And he went on, 'I tell you 
solemnly, no prophet is ever accepted in 
his own country. 
'There were many widows in Israel, I can 
assure you, in Elijah's day, when heaven 
remained shut for three years and six 
months and a great famine raged 
throughout the land, but Elijah was not sent 
to any one of these: he was sent to a widow 
at Zarephath, a Sidonian town. And in the 

prophet Elisha's time there were many 
lepers in Israel, but none of these was 
cured, except the Syrian, Naaman.' 
When they heard this everyone in the 
synagogue was enraged. They sprang to 
their feet and hustled him out of the town; 
and they took him up to the brow of the hill 
their town was built on, intending to throw 
him down the cliff, but he slipped through 
the crowd and walked away. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 
O Lord, we bring to your altar these 
offerings of our service: be pleased to 
receive them, we pray, and transform them 
into the Sacrament of our redemption. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
Let your face shine on your servant. 
Save me in your merciful love. O Lord, 
let me never be put shame, for I have 
called on you. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Nourished by these redeeming gifts, we 
pray, O Lord, that through this help to 
eternal salvation true faith may ever 
increase. Through Christ our Lord. 
 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 
What does it mean to be a prophet? Do 
you think of a prophet as someone who 

foretells the future? 
A prophet is willing to tell the truth of the 

gospel and call others to live gospel-
centered lives. Why do you think there 

aren’t more prophets in the world? 
Is it important for you to try and live a 

gospel-centered life? If you fail, can you 
try again? 

How do you spread the good news in your 
everyday life? 

Do you think that Christian living flies in 
the face of society’s values today? Why? 
Is it difficult to model your Christianity in 
the workplace? Why? How can you live 

your Christianity without violating 
company rules or insulting people? 

Do you ever feel people don’t understand 
your efforts to live a Christian life? How 

do you respond to this? 
Is it important to try to associate with 
others who are trying to live a good 

Christian life? Why? 
 

GOSPEL ACTION 
Look for someone who is having difficulty 
with his or her attempt to live a good 
Christian life, and give them 
encouragement. Thank someone who is a 
good model of Christian living. 
Readings – Fifth Sunday Yr C 
First Reading: Isaiah                        6:1-8 
Second Reading: 1Corinthians     15:1-11 
Gospel: Luke                                   5:1-11 



Homily 
30th January 2022 – 4th Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year C 
 

Dear friends, following the assessment last week I am delighted to announce that our 
parish has been granted the CAFOD Live Simply Award which is great news! Well 
done to Anne, the Our Common Home Group and all who have been involved; we are 
only the second parish in the Diocese that has received this award. Eileen and Vin our 
assessors were very impressed with all that we had done in preparation and 
particularly they mentioned to me the sense of community that they experienced 
when they were here with us. We will receive a plaque from CAFOD which we will 
display in Church and we will have a celebration together to mark the receiving of the 
award. However, as I said last week, this is not the end rather the beginning as ‘Living 
Simply’ becomes the culture of our parish and hopefully the way that we live our 
lives.  
 
Following on from the Gospel last week Jesus is in the synagogue in Nazareth and is 
setting out on his public ministry. He is in his hometown and the people that had 
known Jesus all his life weren’t able to accept him, surely this is Joseph’s son, the 
carpenter’s boy. The mood in the synagogue changes from one of astonishment at his 
gracious words to one of rage as he is hustled out of town as they try to get rid of 
him. They simply couldn’t accept him or the message that he was delivering, they go 
in a short time from marveling at his words to turning into a mob that threatened to 
kill him; it reminds me of Palm Sunday when the triumphant cries of Hosanna turned 
a short time later into cries of ‘crucify him.’ 
 
Jesus is rejected by family, friends and neighbours and this rejection foreshadows the 
ultimate rejection that will take place 3 years later when by dying on the Cross Jesus 
gives us the greatest example of love that we have ever been given. 
 
In the First Reading we hear about the call and the commissioning of the prophet 
Jeremiah, the Lord says, ‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you.’ St Paul in the 
Second Reading, the classic reading about love says that there are 3 things that last 
faith, hope and love, and the greatest of these is love. God is love and God loves us 
more than we could ever imagine. God knows and loves us and everyone no matter 
who they and he calls us to be people of love in our lives. 
 
Let’s pray that we can live out our lives in faith, hope and love following the great 
example of Jesus. Let’s pray especially for the grace that we need to do this 
particularly in those difficult moments when perhaps we find it hard to love as we 
should. 
 
Sending you my love and prayers, Fr Phil x. 
 



Bidding Prayers and Synod Prayer                                                                                                  

30th January 2022 – 4th Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year C                                                                                                                                                                     

Priest:                                                                                                                                       

In love we bring all our prayers before Our Heavenly Father. 

Reader:                                                                                                                                         

For the Church and Christians everywhere: may they be channels of peace 

reflecting the unity, faith and love of the Lord in our world today.                                                                         

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

For all in our parish: may we be true witnesses to the Gospel as we journey 

together as the Body of Christ, the local Church here in Wallasey.                   

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

For ourselves: may we be good stewards of Creation as we encourage one 

another in ways of living on Earth wisely, sustainably, justly and reverently.                                                   

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

For those in our parish who are sick or housebound: may they come to know 

the love, peace and healing presence of Christ.                                                          

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For peace throughout our world and an end to violence and division everywhere 

we pray especially for a peaceful resolution to the situation in Ukraine.                                                                     

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

For the faithful departed especially Eric and Barbara Bushell, Elsie Pollitt, Tony 

Forshaw, Alfred Davies, Peggy O’Connell, Charlie Delaney, Leo Coughlan and 

all who have died recently and those whose anniversaries occur around this 

time: “Eternal rest grant unto them…” 

We pray through the intercession of Mary our mother: “Hail Mary...”   

In silence we bring our own private prayers and intentions before the Lord.                                                                                                                   

Priest:                                                                                                                                       

Loving Father,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

we offer these and all our prayers to you,                                                                                                                              

through your Son Jesus,                                                                                                       

who is Christ Our Lord, Amen. 



Bidding Prayers and Synod Prayer                                                                                                  

30th January 2022 – 4th Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year C                                                                                                                                                                     

Synod Prayer                                                                                                                                        
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 
as we gather together in Your name. 

With You alone to guide us, 
make Yourself at home in our hearts; 
Teach us the way we must go 
and how we are to pursue it. 

We are weak and sinful; 
do not let us promote disorder. 
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path 
nor partiality influence our actions. 

Let us find in You our unity 
so that we may journey together to eternal life 
and not stray from the way of truth 
and what is right. 

All this we ask of You, 
who are at work in every place and time, 
in the communion of the Father and the Son,                                                                                       
forever and ever. Amen 

 


