
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
O Come, let us worship God and bow 
low before the God who made us, for he 
is the Lord our God. 
COLLECT 
Keep your family safe, O Lord, with 
unfailing care, that, relying solely on the 
hope of heavenly grace, they may be 
defended always by your protection. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever.  
FIRST READING                            6:1-8 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the 
Lord seated on a high throne; his train 
filled the sanctuary; above him stood 
seraphs, each one with six wings. And they 
cried out one to another in this way, 'Holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. His glory 
fills the whole earth.' The foundations of 
the threshold shook with the voice of the 
one who cried out and the Temple was 
filled with smoke. I said:  'What a wretched 
state I am in! I am lost, for I am a man of 
unclean lips and I live among a people of 
unclean lips, and my eyes have looked at 
the King, the Lord of hosts.' Then one of 
the seraphs flew to me, holding in his hand 
a live coal which he had taken from the 
altar with a pair of tongs. With this he 
touched my mouth and said: ‘See now, this 
has touched your lips,  
your sin is taken away, your iniquity is 
purged.’  
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying: 
‘Whom shall I send? Who will be our 
messenger?’  
I answered, ‘Here I am, send me.’ 
The word of the Lord. 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM          Ps 137 
Response: Before the angels I will bless 
you, O Lord. 
1.I thank you, Lord, with all my heart,  
   you have heard the words of my mouth.  
   Before the angels I will bless you.  
   I will adore before your holy temple.(R.) 
 
2.I thank you for your faithfulness and  
   love  
   which excel all we ever knew of you. 
   On the day I called, you answered;  
   you increased the strength of my soul. 

        (R.) 
3.All earth’s kings shall thank you  
   when they hear the words of your  
   mouth.  
   They shall sing of the Lord’s ways:  
   ‘How great is the glory of the Lord!’ (R) 
 
4.You stretch out your hand and save me,  
   your hand will do all things for me.  
   Your love, O Lord, is eternal,  
   discard not the work of your hand.    (R) 

SECOND READING                   15:1-11 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul 
to the Corinthians 
Brothers, I want to remind you of the 
gospel I preached to you, the gospel that 
you received and in which you are firmly 
established; because the gospel will save 
you only if you keep believing exactly 
what I preached to you - believing anything 
else will not lead to anything. 
Well then, in the first place, I taught you 
what I had been taught myself, namely that 
Christ died for our sins, in accordance with 
the scriptures; that he was buried; and that 
he was raised to life on the third day, in 
accordance with the scriptures; that he 
appeared first to Cephas and secondly to 
the Twelve. Next he appeared to more than 
five hundred of the brothers at the same 
time, most of whom are still alive, though 
some have died; then he appeared to James, 
and then to all the apostles; and last of all 
he appeared to me too; it was as though I 
was born when no one expected it. 
I am the least of the apostles; in fact, since 
I persecuted the Church of God, I hardly 
deserve the name apostle; but by God's 
grace that is what I am, and the grace that 
he gave me has not been fruitless. On the 
contrary, I, or rather the grace of God that 
is with me, have worked harder than any of 
the others; but what matters is that I preach 
what they preach, and this is what you all 
believed. 
The word of the Lord. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I call you friends, says the Lord,  
because I have made known to you  
everything I have learnt from my 
Father. 
Alleluia! 
GOSPEL                                         5:1-11 
A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Luke 
Jesus was standing one day by the Lake of 
Gennesaret, with the crowd pressing round 
him listening to the word of God, when he 
caught sight of two boats close to the bank. 
The fishermen had gone out of them and 
were washing their nets. He got into one of 
the boats-it was Simon's-and asked him to 
put out a little from the shore. Then he sat 
down and taught the crowds from the boat. 
When he had finished speaking he said to 
Simon, 'Put out into deep water and pay out 
your nets for a catch'. 'Master,' Simon 
replied 'we worked hard all night long and 
caught nothing, but if you say so, I will pay 
out the nets.' And when they had done this 
they netted such a huge number of fish that 
their nets began to tear, so they signalled to 
their companions in the other boat to come 
and help them; when these came, they 
filled the two boats to sinking point. 

When Simon Peter saw this he fell at the 
knees of Jesus saying, ‘Leave me, Lord; I 
am a sinful man.’ For he and all his 
companions were completely overcome by 
the catch they had made; so also were 
James and John, sons of Zebedee, who 
were Simon's partners. But Jesus said to 
Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on it is 
men you will catch.’ Then, bringing their 
boats back to land, they left everything and 
followed him. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 
O Lord our God, who once established 
these created things to sustain us in our 
frailty, grant we pray, that they may 
become for us now the Sacrament of 
eternal life. Through Christ our Lord. 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
Let them thank the Lord for his mercy, 
his wonders for the children of men for 
he satisfies the thirsty soul, and the 
hungry he fills with good things.  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
O God, who have willed that we be 
partakers in the one Bread and the one 
Chalice, grant us, we pray, so to live that, 
made one in Christ, we may joyfully bear 
fruit for the salvation of the world. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 

 
What is the difference between real and 

imagined fear? Which kind of fear usually 
controls people’s lives? 

Do your fears usually turn out to be well-
grounded? Do your fears ever turn out to 

have been just wasted energy? Why? 
Do you turn to Jesus in prayer to help you 

overcome unfounded fear? 
Do you have any control over what 

happens to you? If you have no control 
over things such as death or serious 

illness, then why worry about it? 
Can you find any passages in Scripture 
that will help you learn to trust more in 

God, knowing that the Almighty is 
watching over you at all times? 

How can you learn to let go of fear? Can 
your fears be lessened by prayer? 

GOSPEL ACTION 
Turn your concerns over to God through 
prayer this week. Be present to another 
person and help them better deal with 
their own fears. Resolve to better deal 
with your fear through prayer. 
 
Readings – Sixth Sunday Yr C 
First Reading: Jeremiah                   17:5-8 
Second Reading: 1 Cor          15: 12. 16-20 
Gospel: Luke                             6:17. 20-26 



Homily 
6th February 2022 – 5th Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year C 
 

Dear friends, in our readings today we have three examples of God’s love at 

work. In the First Reading we see Isaiah, a young man who is deeply devoted to 

the Lord praying in the Temple in Jerusalem. Suddenly an amazing vision 

appears before him, he catches a glimpse of God Himself surrounded by the 

angels who cry out ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.’ Isaiah is stunned by 

the utter transcendence of God but at the same time he is deeply conscious of 

his unworthiness. ‘I am lost, I am a man of unclean lips’ he utters. And it is only 

after his realisation of his own inadequacy that an angel touches his lips with a 

burning coal from the altar and Isaiah declares ‘Here I am, send me.’ He moves 

from a feeling of inadequacy and unworthiness to service and became one of 

the greatest Old Testament prophets. 

In the Second Reading we hear from St Paul who had that wonderful 

conversion experience on the road to Damascus. From being a persecutor of 

the Church he becomes one of its greatest apostles and teachers. However, 

Paul recognises his own unworthiness and his blindness to Christ before that 

conversion experience. He says, ‘I am the least of the apostles….I hardly 

deserve the name apostle.’ It is only by and through God’s grace that he is able 

to be an apostle and to do what he does. 

The third example of God’s grace and love is found in the Gospel. We hear how 

three fisherman Simon, James and John had been fishing all night on the Lake 

but had caught nothing. Jesus instructs them to cast out their nets once again 

and they do what he tells them and they catch so many fish that their nets are 

close to tearing because they are so full.  

Peter who is so overwhelmed by the catch says, ‘Leave me Lord, I am a sinful 

man.’ It’s at this moment filled with a sense of inadequacy, like with Isaiah and 

Paul, that he receives an invitation from Jesus who says, ‘Do not be afraid’ and 

he invites Simon Peter and James and John to follow him and join him in his 

work and they left everything and followed him. 

If you are anything like me, often I have felt inadequate, unqualified and 

unworthy to do the things that I am called to do in my life. Particularly as a 

priest to celebrate Mass and to stand at the altar and take and offer the gifts of 

bread and wine in the place of Jesus Himself.  



Homily 
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God is not put off by our inadequacies or weaknesses; and in God’s eyes no-

one is beyond God’s love and mercy. God invites us all to follow him and to 

share in his work of preaching the Good News. Let our unworthiness and 

weakness not bring us down but rather draw us more deeply into that 

relationship of love with Jesus Himself. 

Jesus says to us this weekend ‘Do not be afraid…put out into deep water and 

pay out your nets for a catch.’ 

As always sending my love and prayers, Fr Phil x 

 



Bidding Prayers and Synod Prayer                                                                                               

6th February 2022 – 5th Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year C                                                                                                                                                                     

Priest:                                                                                                                                       

We bring all our prayers before the Lord. 

Reader:                                                                                                                                         

For the Church and Christians everywhere: may they be channels of peace 

reflecting the unity, faith and love of the Lord in our world today.                                                                         

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

For all in our parish: may we be true witnesses to the Gospel as we journey 

together as the Body of Christ.                   Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

For ourselves: may we be good stewards of Creation as we encourage one 

another in ways of living on Earth wisely, sustainably, justly and reverently.                                                   

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

For those in our parish who are sick or housebound: may they come to know 

the love, peace and healing presence of Christ.                                                          

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For peace throughout our world and an end to violence and division everywhere 

we pray especially for a peaceful resolution to the situation in Ukraine.                                                                     

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

For the faithful departed especially Tony Forshaw, Alfred Davies, Peggy 

O’Connell, Charlie Delaney, Leo Coughlan and all who have died recently and 

those whose anniversaries occur around this time: “Eternal rest grant unto 

them…” 

We pray through the intercession of Mary our mother: “Hail Mary...”   

In silence we bring our own private prayers and intentions before the Lord.                                                                                                                   

Priest:                                                                                                                                       

Loving Father,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

we offer these and all our prayers to you,                                                                                                                              

through your Son Jesus,                                                                                                       

who is Christ Our Lord, Amen. 
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6th February 2022 – 5th Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year C                                                                                                                                                                     

Synod Prayer                                                                                                                                        
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 
as we gather together in Your name. 

With You alone to guide us, 
make Yourself at home in our hearts; 
Teach us the way we must go 
and how we are to pursue it. 

We are weak and sinful; 
do not let us promote disorder. 
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path 
nor partiality influence our actions. 

Let us find in You our unity 
so that we may journey together to eternal life 
and not stray from the way of truth 
and what is right. 

All this we ask of You, 
who are at work in every place and time, 
in the communion of the Father and the Son,                                                                                       
forever and ever. Amen 

 


