
Entrance Antiphon 
Be my protector, O God, 
a mighty stronghold to save me. 
For you are my rock, my stronghold! 
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name. 
 
Collect 
O God, who teach us that you abide 
in hearts that are just and true, 
grant that we may be so fashioned by your grace 
as to become a dwelling pleasing to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
 
First Reading 
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah                            17:5-8 
The Lord says this: ‘A curse on the man who puts his trust in 
man, who relies on things of flesh, whose heart turns from the 
Lord. He is like dry scrub in the wastelands: if good comes, he 
has no eyes for it, he settles in the parched places of the 
wilderness, a salt land, uninhabited. ‘A blessing on the man who 
puts his trust in the Lord, with the Lord for his hope. He is like 
a tree by the waterside that thrusts its roots to the stream: when 
the heat comes it feels no alarm, its foliage stays green; it has no 
worries in a year of drought, and never ceases to bear fruit.’ 
The word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                          Psalm 1:1-4, 6 
 
Response: Happy the man who has placed his trust in the Lord. 
 
Happy indeed is the man who follows not the counsel of the 
wicked; nor lingers in the way of sinners nor sits in the company 
of scorners, but whose delight is the law of the Lord and who 
ponders his law day and night. 
 
Response: Happy the man who has placed his trust in the Lord. 
 
He is like a tree that is planted beside the flowing waters, that 
yields its fruit in due season and whose leaves shall never fade; 
and all that he does shall prosper. 
 
Response: Happy the man who has placed his trust in the Lord. 
 
Not so are the wicked, not so! For they like winnowed chaff shall 
be driven away by the wind: for the Lord guards the way of the 
just but the way of the wicked leads to doom. 
 
Response: Happy the man who has placed his trust in the Lord. 
 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians                         15:12, 16-20 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
If Christ raised from the dead is what has been preached, how 
can some of you be saying that there is no resurrection of the 
dead? For if the dead are not raised, Christ has not been raised, 
and if Christ has not been raised, you are still in your sins. And 
what is more serious, all who have died in Christ have perished. 
If our hope in Christ has been for this life only, we are the most 
unfortunate of all people. But Christ has in fact been raised from 
the dead, the first-fruits of all who have fallen asleep. 
The word of the Lord 

 
Gospel Acclamation                                                   Mt11:25 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father,  
Lord of heaven and earth, 
for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom 
to mere children. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel   Luke 6:17, 20-26 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke  
Jesus came down with the Twelve and stopped at a piece of level 
ground where there was a large gathering of his disciples with a 
great crowd of people from all parts of Judaea and from 
Jerusalem and from the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon. Then 
fixing his eyes on his disciples he said: 
‘How happy are you who are poor: yours is the kingdom of God. 
Happy you who are hungry now: you shall be satisfied. 
Happy you who weep now: you shall laugh. 
Happy are you when people hate you, drive you out, abuse you, 
denounce your name as criminal, on account of the Son of Man. 
Rejoice when that day comes and dance for joy, for then your 
reward will be great in heaven. This was the way their ancestors 
treated the prophets. 
‘But alas for you who are rich: you are having your consolation 
now. 
Alas for you who have your fill now: you shall go hungry. 
Alas for you who laugh now: you shall mourn and weep. 
‘Alas for you when the world speaks well of you! This was the 
way their ancestors treated the false prophets.’ 
The Gospel of the Lord 
 
Prayer over the Offerings 
May this oblation, O Lord, we pray, 
cleanse and renew us 
and may it become for those who do your will 
the source of eternal reward. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
Communion Antiphon                                   Cf. Ps 77: 29-30 
They ate and had their fill, 
and what they craved the Lord gave them; 
they were not disappointed in what they craved. 

 

  
 
Readings for next week, Seventh Sunday, Year C 
First Reading: 1 Samuel 26: 2. 7-9. 11-13. 22-23 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15: 45-49 
Gospel: 6: 27-38 
 



Homily 6th Sunday Year C    Luke 6;17,20-26    Deacon Jim  
 
 
Last week’s Gospel was about being ‘called’ and we heard how Isaiah, St Paul and the first apostles, Simon, 
James and John were all called. Ordinary people, feeling unworthy and incapable but they responded to 
God’s call with a generous ‘Yes, Here I am Lord, send me!’ and we too as Christians are asked to say ‘Yes’ to 
that same call. 
 
This week in Luke’s account of the Beatitudes, we are presented with a rather blunt message of what 
challenges saying ‘Yes’ to Jesus could mean for us. Luke describes Jesus speaking to the crowd on level 
ground to emphasise that in the eyes of God we are all equal. Luke has Gentiles from Tyre and Sidon 
standing alongside Jews from Judaea and Jerusalem to emphasise that his message is to the whole of 
humanity and not just a few. Jesus tells how being happy in God’s kingdom is linked to being poor, hungry, 
upset and hated by the world now but that our reward will be great in heaven. But Jesus gives a warning 
that ‘Alas’ if we are rich now, have our fill now, are happy and loved by the world now, maybe life might 
have a different outcome. 
 
As I began to reflect on the Gospel earlier this week, the regional news on Monday carried three stories 
that, coming one after the other, were really quite upsetting but seemed very relevant to this Gospel. 
 
The first was a mother describing how her son, in his twenties and struggling with a muscle-wasting 
disease since childhood, now has access to a drug that could help him recover some strength. She 
described how his stronger lungs had actually allowed him to laugh, a sound she hadn’t heard in years and 
also how watching some football on TV and holding his hand, she felt his fingers close around hers. With 
tears of joy, it was a feeling she just didn’t want to stop. 
 
The second story was of the mother of a 16 year old boy in Manchester who last year was tragically 
stabbed on his first day at college. Imagine her grief to have kissed her child goodbye in the morning for 
him not to return that evening. His mother has now found some meaning and outlet for her grief by 
campaigning against knife crime and leading other mums and young people to try and bring an end to this 
violence in our society. 
 
The third story was from a soup kitchen based in a church in Blackpool which had opened in the midst of 
the pandemic to help feed the poorest people in their area but was still finding such a great need for their 
help as the poorest are still there and many of them are so lonely too. The church relies on donations of 
food but these are beginning to dwindle. The other night they actually ran out of food and still had a queue 
of 20 people outside. The church organiser was heartbroken. 
 
These are real-life stories of people living with illness and disability, grief and loss, violence and fear, 
hunger, poverty and loneliness and they are not just happening somewhere else in our region, they are 
happening here and now in our midst. Many of us may well have first hand experience of real-life 
situations like these or at least know someone very close to us who does and Jesus’ call to us today, Jesus’ 
challenge to us today is that ‘Yes’, we have responded to his call to follow him, but now these are the 
people he challenges us to go out and meet.  Pope Francis regularly reminds us, go out and find the poor 
and the marginalised at the edges of society.  
 
These are the people Jesus wants us to go out to and take his Word to them, by helping them, in his name! 
 
 



Bidding Prayers and Synod Prayer                                                                                               

13th February 2022 – 6th Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year C                                                                                                                                                                     

Priest:                                                                                                                                       

In faith and trust we place all our prayers before the Lord on this Racial Justice 

Sunday. 

Reader:                                                                                                                                         

For the Church and Christians everywhere: may they respect all people and be 

channels of peace reflecting the unity, faith and love of the Lord in our world 

today.                                                                   Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

For all in our parish: may we be true witnesses to the Gospel as we journey 

together as the Body of Christ.                       Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

For ourselves: may we be good stewards of Creation as we encourage one 

another in ways of living on Earth wisely, sustainably, justly and reverently.                                                   

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

For those in our parish who are sick or housebound: may they come to know 

the love, peace and healing presence of Christ.                                                          

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For peace throughout our world and an end to violence and division everywhere 

we pray especially for a peaceful resolution to the situation in Ukraine.                                                                     

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

For the faithful departed especially Peggy O’Connell, Charlie Delaney,              

Leo Coughlan and all who have died recently and those whose anniversaries 

occur around this time: “Eternal rest grant unto them…” 

We pray through the intercession of Mary our mother: “Hail Mary...”   

In silence we bring our own private prayers and intentions before the Lord.                                                                                                                   

Priest:                                                                                                                                       

Loving Father,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

we offer these and all our prayers to you,                                                                                                                              

through your Son Jesus,                                                                                                       

who is Christ Our Lord, Amen. 



Bidding Prayers and Synod Prayer                                                                                               

13th February 2022 – 6th Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year C                                                                                                                                                                     

Synod Prayer                                                                                                                                        
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 
as we gather together in Your name. 

With You alone to guide us, 
make Yourself at home in our hearts; 
Teach us the way we must go 
and how we are to pursue it. 

We are weak and sinful; 
do not let us promote disorder. 
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path 
nor partiality influence our actions. 

Let us find in You our unity 
so that we may journey together to eternal life 
and not stray from the way of truth 
and what is right. 

All this we ask of You, 
who are at work in every place and time, 
in the communion of the Father and the Son,                                                                                       
forever and ever. Amen 

 


