
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth; 
by the word of the Lord the heavens were 
made, alleluia. 
 
COLLECT 
Almighty ever-living God,  
lead us to a share in the joys of heaven,  
so that the humble flock may reach  
where the brave Shepherd has gone before. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
 
FIRST READING                    13:14.43-52 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
Paul and Barnabas carried on from Perga till 
they reached Antioch in Pisidia. Here they 
went to synagogue on the sabbath and took 
their seats.  
When the meeting broke up, many Jews and 
devout converts joined Paul and Barnabas, 
and in their talks with them Paul and 
Barnabas urged them to remain faithful to 
the grace God had given them. 
The next sabbath almost the whole town 
assembled to hear the word of God. When 
they saw the crowds, the Jews, prompted by 
jealousy, used blasphemies and contradicted 
everything Paul said. Then Paul and 
Barnabas spoke out boldly. 'We had to 
proclaim the word of God to you first, but 
since you have rejected it, since you do not 
think yourselves worthy of eternal life, we 
must turn to the pagans. For this is what the 
Lord commanded us to do when he said:  
I have made you a light for the nations,  
so that my salvation may reach the ends of 
the earth.' 
It made the pagans very happy to hear this 
and they thanked the Lord for his message; 
all who were destined for eternal life 
became believers. Thus the word of the Lord 
spread through the whole countryside. 
But the Jews worked upon some of the 
devout women of the upper classes and the 
leading men of the city and persuaded them 
to turn against Paul and Barnabas and expel 
them from their territory. So they shook the 
dust from their feet in defiance and went off 
to Iconium; but the disciples were filled 
with joy and the Holy Spirit. 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                Ps 99 
Response: We are his people,  

   the sheep of his flock. 
1.Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. 
Serve the Lord with gladness.  
Come before him, singing for joy.        (R.) 
 
2. Know that he, the Lord, is God.  
He made us, we belong to him,  
we are his people, the sheep of his flock.(R.) 
 
3.Indeed, how good is the Lord,  
eternal his merciful love.  
He is faithful from age to age.         (R) 
 

SECOND READING                   7:9.14-17 
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse 
I, John, saw a huge number, impossible to 
count, of people from every nation, race, 
tribe and language; they were standing in 
front of the throne and in front of the Lamb, 
dressed in white robes and holding palms in 
their hands. One of the elders said to me, 
'These are the people who have been 
through the great persecution, and because 
they have washed their robes white again in 
the blood of the Lamb, they now stand in 
front of God's throne and serve him day and 
night in his sanctuary; and the One who sits 
on the throne will spread his tent over them. 
They will never hunger or thirst again; 
neither the sun nor scorching wind will ever 
plague them, because the Lamb who is at 
the throne will be their shepherd and will 
lead them to springs of living water; and 
God will wipe away all tears from their 
eyes.’ 
The word of the Lord. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia!  
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;  
I know my own sheep and my own know 
me. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                        10:27-30 
A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to John  
Jesus said: 
‘The sheep that belong to me listen to my 
voice;  
I know them and they follow me. 
I give them eternal life;  
they will never be lost  
and no one will ever steal them from me. 
The Father who gave them to me is greater 
than anyone,  
and no one can steal from the Father. 
The Father and I are one.' 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 
Grant, we pray, O Lord,  
that we may always find delight in these 
paschal mysteries,  
so that the renewal constantly at work within 
us  
may be the cause of our unending joy. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
The Good Shepherd has risen,  
who laid down his life for his sheep  
and willingly died for his flock, alleluia. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Look upon your flock, kind Shepherd,  
and be pleased to settle in eternal pastures  
the sheep you have redeemed  
by the Precious Blood of your Son.  
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 
Prayer 

Lord I draw hope and encouragement 
because you give me the company of good 

companions on the journey. These 
companions raise me up when I am down 

and call me forward when I lag behind. You 
give me dearly loved ones who overlook my 

faults and love me in a way that lets me 
know you are the Good Shepherd. Thank 
you, Lord, for your continued love. Amen. 

 

 
 

What does the image of a shepherd mean to 
you? Why was this image so important in 
biblical times? What might be a modern 

image that represents the idea of a shepherd 
and his flock? 

 
Do you believe we are all equal in Jesus’ 
eyes? Does Jesus love you any less when 

you are weak and fail? Does Jesus love you 
more when you do what he asks? Why do 

people put human limitations on Jesus’ 
love? 

 
Who or what is the church? Are people of 

other Christian faiths also the church? What 
about people who are not Christian? What 

about those who do not believe in God? 
 

Are non-Christians still God’s children? 
What about people who persecute 

Christians? 
 

Why do you think Christians cannot find a 
way to minimize their differences and 

become one church again? What does the 
bickering between denominations say to 

non-Christians about our faith? 
 

Does Jesus hear the prayer of each of us, 
regardless of our denominational beliefs? In 

what ways could Christians start coming 
together in unity? 

 
What is the common mission of all 

Christians? 
 

GOSPEL ACTION 
Think of a way to further Christian unity this 
week. Ask another Christian to share their 
faith with you. Tell this person why your 
faith is important to you. 
 
Readings – Fifth Sunday of Easter YrC 
First Reading: Acts                        14:21-27 
Second Reading:Apocalypse             21:1-5 
Gospel: John                                   13:31-35 



Homily 
8th May 2022 – 4th Sunday of Easter, Year C 
 

Dear friends, today we celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Easter, which is 

traditionally known as Good Shepherd Sunday or Vocations Sunday. In the 

Gospel reading Jesus presents himself as the Good Shepherd, one of the most 

comforting images we have of Jesus. Jesus is presented as the Good Shepherd 

who knows his sheep intimately and whose sheep know him. Jesus says that 

‘The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice. I know them and they follow 

me. I give them eternal life; they will never be lost and no one will ever steal 

them from me.’  

This message is meant for us today as members of the Church, the Family of 

God; Jesus tells us of the love and the care he has not just for us collectively as 

his flock, but for each and every one of us as individual members of his family. 

I think I have said before, Jesus as the Good Shepherd is one of Pope Francis’ 

favourite images. Often, he speaks of the role of Bishops and Priests as being 

shepherds (which comes from the Latin word pastor). Pope Francis says that 

the pastor must have ‘the smell of the sheep.’ A very vivid and graphic image 

that leaves little to the imagination. He means that as shepherds/pastors we 

need to be close to our flock and not be removed or cut off from them.  

Jesus is the Good Shepherd and those who follow him know his voice, the 

voice of the one who cares for them and lays down his life for them. We are 

also told that the Good Shepherd is the one that leads us to eternal life. 

Today on this world day of prayer for Vocations we are invited to pray that the 

Lord will call many more people to hear his voice calling out to them.  

We pray that many people will consider a vocation to the priesthood, 

diaconate and religious life. Just as the first disciples were called from a variety 

of backgrounds and walks of life, the same is true today, God continues to call 

people of all ages and from many different backgrounds and walks of life to 

these specific Christian vocations. 

Jesus entrusted a role of care and leadership to his apostles; last weekend we 

reflected on Jesus asking Peter three times ‘do you love me’ and when Peter 

responded Yes Lord, Jesus said look after and feed my lambs and my sheep.  



Homily 
8th May 2022 – 4th Sunday of Easter, Year C 
 

That ministry originally given to Peter and the apostles is passed on and 

continued today in the Church by Bishops, Priests and Deacons who are all 

called to serve God and his people in a special and unique way. 

Today as we celebrate Good Shepherd Sunday we are invited to join the 

Church throughout the world and pray for vocations. 

As we pray, we renew our response and our commitment to our own vocation 

so that we may be the faithful people who enable and help others to respond 

to the call of the Lord in their lives. 

Have a good week, God bless, Fr Phil x. 

 



Bidding Prayers                                                                                                                                                                     

8th May 2022 – 4th Sunday Easter, Year C  

 

Priest - We offer our prayers to the Father through the Risen Lord Jesus.  

Reader – We pray for the Church throughout the world; may she be filled with 

the Risen Life of Christ at this Easter time. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

We pray for an increase in vocations; may many people respond positively to 

the call of the Good Shepherd.                     Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for our young people who will be confirmed this week; may they be 

filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit.          Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.                                                                        

We pray for all those who are sick, housebound or struggling in any way: that 

they may experience the healing love, grace and peace of the Risen Lord.                 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for our parish and our local community: that through the grace of God 

we may hear the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.                                 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for peace in Ukraine and throughout the world.                                  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for all the faithful departed especially Fr Robin Sutton, Vincent 

McGee, Fr David Peters and all those who have died recently: “Eternal rest 

grant unto them…” 

We pray for those who mourn the loss of loved ones; may Christ’s message of 

hope in eternal life bring them comfort and consolation.                                                            

Lord, in your mercy…….  

We ask Our Lady and all the Saints to join their prayers with ours as we say: 

“Hail Mary...”                                                                                                                     

 

Priest –                                                                                                                                                      

Heavenly Father,                                                                                                                                                                       

We offer these and all our prayers                                                                                        

through the Risen Lord Jesus who is Christ our Lord,                                                                                                                 

Amen.                                                                                                                                                      


