
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
O Sing a new song to the Lord,  
for he has worked wonders;  
in the sight of the nations  
he has shown his deliverance, alleluia. 
 
COLLECT 
Almighty ever-living God, constantly 
accomplish the Paschal Mystery within us, 
that those you were pleased to make new in 
Holy Baptism may, under your protective 
care, bear much fruit and come to the joys 
of life eternal. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 
 
FIRST READING                      14:21-27 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
Paul and Barnabas went back through 
Lystra and Iconium to Antioch. They put 
fresh heart into the disciples, encouraging 
them to persevere in the faith. 'We all have 
to experience many hardships' they said 
'before we enter the kingdom of God.' In 
each of these churches they appointed 
elders, and with prayer and fasting they 
commended them to the Lord in whom 
they had come to believe. 
They passed through Pisidia and reached 
Pamphylia. Then after proclaiming the 
word at Perga they went down to Attalia 
and from there sailed for Antioch, where 
they had originally been commended to the 
grace of God for the work they had now 
completed. 
On their arrival they assembled the church 
and gave an account of all that God had 
done with them, and how he had opened 
the door of faith to the pagans. 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM          Ps 144 
Response: I will bless your name  

     for ever, O God my King. 
1.The Lord is kind and full of compassion,  
   slow to anger, abounding in love.  
   How good is the Lord to all,  
   compassionate to all his creatures.    (R.) 
 
2.All your creatures shall thank you,  
   O Lord,  
   and your friends shall repeat their  
   blessing. 
   They shall speak of the glory of your  
   reign  
   and declare your might, O God,  
   to make known to men your mighty  
   deeds  
   and the  glorious splendour of your  
   reign.           (R.) 
 
3.Yours is an everlasting kingdom;  
   your rule lasts from age to age.         (R) 
 

SECOND READING                     21:1-5 
A reading from the book of the 
Apocalypse 
I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth; 
the first heaven and the first earth had 
disappeared now, and there was no longer 
any sea. I saw the holy city, and the new 
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 
heaven, as beautiful as a bride all dressed 
for her husband. Then I heard a loud voice 
call from the throne, 'You see this city? 
Here God lives among men. He will make 
his home among them; they shall be his 
people, and he will be their God; his name 
is God-with-them. He will wipe away all 
tears from their eyes; there will be no more 
death, and no more mourning or sadness. 
The world of the past has gone.'  
Then the One sitting on the throne spoke: 
'Now I am making the whole of creation 
new.'  
The word of the Lord. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus said: ‘I give you a new 
commandment: love one another, just as 
I have loved you.’ 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL                                     13:31-35 
A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to John 
When Judas had gone Jesus said:  
‘Now has the Son of Man been glorified, 
and in him God has been glorified. 
If God has been glorified in him,  
God will in turn glorify him in himself, 
and will glorify him very soon. 
My little children,  
I shall not be with you much longer.  
I give you a new commandment:  
love one another;  
just as I have loved you,  
you also must love one another. 
By this love you have for one another,  
everyone will know that you are my 
disciples.’ 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 
O God, who by the wonderful exchange 
effected in this sacrifice have made us 
partakers of the one supreme Godhead, 
grant, we pray, that, as we have come to 
know your truth, we may make it ours by a 
worthy way of life. Through Christ our 
Lord. 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
I am the true vine and you are the 
branches, says the Lord. Whoever 
remains in me, and I in him, bears fruit 
in plenty, alleluia!  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Graciously be present to your people, we 
pray, O Lord, and lead those you have 
imbued with heavenly mysteries to pass 
from former ways to newness of life. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 

 
What is the difference between the love 

two people feel for one another, and love 
of neighbour? What kind of commitment 

comes with each of those two loves? 
 

How do you show your love to those with 
whom you have a personal relationship? 

How do you express your love for the 
brothers and sisters within your faith 

community?  
What are the hallmarks of a loving, caring 

faith community? How does a faith 
community reach out to individuals within 

that community who need help? 
 

How can you, as a Christian , express 
your love for all God’s people? 

 
How do people know you are a Christian? 

 
In service and love, how can you reach 
out to the poor? Those in prison? Those 

with a physical or emotional illness? 
Those whom the world has turned its back 

on? 
 

Are you called to speak out when you see 
others who have been hurt? How can you 
become effective in changing systems that 

hurt the unfortunate? 
 

GOSPEL ACTION 
Reach outside the safe confines of your 
family and friends to help others. Put your 
Christian love into action in a tangible 
and beneficial way. 
 
Readings –6th Sunday of Easter Yr C 
First Reading: Acts                     15:1-2.22-29 
Second Reading: Apocalypse  21:10-14.22-23 
Gospel: John                                       14:23-29 



Homily 
15th May 2022 – 5th Sunday of Easter, Year C 
 

Dear friends, from now until Pentecost the Sunday Gospel readings that we 

will hear are taken from the final discourse or speech that Jesus gave to his 

disciples at the Last Supper. Jesus is preparing his disciples for what is going to 

happen when he is not there with them.  

At the beginning of the Gospel we are told that Judas had gone. We know why 

he had gone; he was the one that was going to betray Jesus. And Jesus talks 

about the Son of Man, Himself being glorified very soon. Of course, Jesus is 

talking of the glory of the Cross and His Resurrection. 

Remember what’s happened before this, before Judas has left; Jesus has taken 

the bread and wine and blessed and shared them as His Body and Blood and 

instructed the disciples to do this in memory of Him. 

Following that Jesus washed the disciples’ feet in a great act of service and 

love. And once again he tells them that they too must wash each other’s feet 

by serving one another. Remember our banner on Maundy Thursday which 

said, ‘not to be served but to serve.’ 

In the Gospel we hear the simple but profound commandment, the new 

commandment of Jesus ‘to love one another.’  

But Jesus goes further pointing to the example that he gave, ‘just as I have 

loved you, you also must love one another.’ Jesus invites us to follow Him and 

to love like him.  

At the Last Supper we have the Eucharist, the washing of the feet, the great act 

of service, and the commandment of love that binds them together. 

The Eucharist and Service are bound together by love. The love of God for each 

one of us who gave us His only Son Jesus who died on the Cross and rose from 

the dead in that great Paschal Mystery of love. And our love for God and one 

another; as we are nourished by the Eucharist we are called to be people of 

love. 

I remember a hymn that we used to sing when I was at school, we are one in 

the spirit we are one in the Lord….and they’ll know we are Christians by our 

love, by our love and they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 



Homily 
15th May 2022 – 5th Sunday of Easter, Year C 
 

When we love as Jesus has loved us we make God’s love visible to others. We 

show ourselves to be Christians and followers of Jesus, disciples of love and 

service. 

In Gaudete et Exsultate, Pope Francis’ exhortation on the call to holiness he 

says this, ‘to be holy does not require being a bishop, a priest or a religious. We 

are frequently tempted to think that holiness is only for those who can 

withdraw from ordinary affairs to spend much time in prayer. That is not the 

case. We are called to be holy by living our lives with love and be bearing 

witness in everything we do, wherever we find ourselves.’ 

We listen to the new commandment of Jesus once again today to love one 

another. And Jesus says at the end of the Gospel that ‘by this love everyone will 

know that you are my disciples.’ 

Sending you love and prayers, God bless, Fr Phil x. 

 



Bidding Prayers                                                                                                                                                                     

15th May 2022 – 5th Sunday Easter, Year C  

 

Priest – By the love that we have for one another, everybody should know that 

we are followers of Jesus. As we bring our prayers before the Lord we pray for 

the gift of love.  

Reader – We pray for Pope Francis, Bishop Mark and Christians everywhere; 

may their love for one another be sincere and generous.                                                                      

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

We pray for all gathered here to worship in faith; may we follow that great 

commandment of love that Jesus himself gave us.                                                                           

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for our young people were confirmed on Friday evening; filled with 

the gifts of the Holy Spirit may they be loving and faithful witnesses to Jesus.          

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.                                                                        

We pray for all those who are sick, housebound or struggling in any way: that 

they may experience the healing love, grace and peace of the Risen Lord.                 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for our parish and our local community: that through the grace of God 

we may hear the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.                                 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for peace in Ukraine and throughout the world.                                  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for all the faithful departed especially Fr Robin Sutton, Joey Jenkins 

and all those who have died recently: “Eternal rest grant unto them…” 

We pray for those who mourn the loss of loved ones; may Christ’s message of 

hope in eternal life bring them comfort and consolation.                                                            

Lord, in your mercy…….  

We ask Our Lady and all the Saints to join their prayers with ours as we say: 

“Hail Mary...”                                                                                                                     

Priest –                                                                                                                                                      

Heavenly Father,                                                                                                                                                                       

We offer these and all our prayers                                                                                        

through the Risen Lord Jesus who is Christ our Lord,                                                                                                                 

Amen.                                                                                                                                                      


