
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be 
heard; proclaim to the ends of the earth: 
The Lord has freed his people, alleluia. 
 

COLLECT 
Grant, almighty God, that we may celebrate 
with heartfelt devotion these days of joy, 
which we keep in honour of the risen Lord, 
and that what we relive in remembrance we 
may always hold to in what we do. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
 

FIRST READING                   15:1-2.22-29 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
Some men came down from Judaea and 
taught the brothers, 'Unless you have 
yourselves circumcised in the tradition of 
Moses you cannot be saved'. This led to 
disagreement, and after Paul and Barnabas 
had had a long argument with these men it 
was arranged that Paul and Barnabas and 
others of the church should go up to 
Jerusalem and discuss the problem with the 
apostles and elders.  
Then the apostles and elders decided to 
choose delegates to send to Antioch with 
Paul and Barnabas; the whole church 
concurred with this. They chose Judas known 
as Barsabbas and Silas, both leading men in 
the brotherhood, and gave them this letter to 
take with them:  
'The apostles and elders, your brothers, send 
greetings to the brothers of pagan birth in 
Antioch, Syria and Cilicia. We hear that 
some of our members have disturbed you 
with their demands and have unsettled your 
minds. They acted without any authority 
from us; and so we have decided 
unanimously to elect delegates and to send 
them to you with Barnabas and Paul, men we 
highly respect who have dedicated their lives 
to the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Accordingly we are sending you Judas and 
Silas, who will confirm by word of mouth 
what we have written in this letter. It has been 
decided by the Holy Spirit and by ourselves 
not to saddle you with any burden beyond 
these essentials: you are to abstain from food 
sacrificed to idols; from blood, from the meat 
of strangled animals and from fornication. 
Avoid these, and you will do what is right. 
Farewell.' 
The word of the Lord. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                Ps 66 
Response:Let the peoples praise you,  
O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
1.O God, be gracious and bless us  
   and let your face shed its light upon us.  
   So will your ways be known upon earth.  
   And all nations learn your saving help.(R.) 
2.Let the nations be glad and exult  
   for you rule the world with justice.  
   With fairness you rule the peoples,  
   you guide the nations on earth..        (R.) 
3.Let the peoples praise you, O God;  
   let all the peoples praise you.  

   May God still give us his blessing  
   till the ends of the earth revere him.    (R) 
 

SECOND READING          21:10-14.22-23 
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse 
In the spirit, the angel took me to the top of 
an enormous high mountain and showed me 
Jerusalem, the holy city, coming down from 
God out of heaven. It had all the radiant glory 
of God and glittered like some precious jewel 
of crystal-clear diamond. The walls of it were 
of a great height, and had twelve gates; at 
each of the twelve gates there was an angel, 
and over the gates were written the names of 
the twelve tribes of Israel; on the east there 
were three gates, on the north three gates, on 
the south three gates, and on the west three 
gates. The city walls stood on twelve 
foundation stones, each one of which bore the 
name of one of the twelve apostles of the 
Lamb. 
I saw that there was no temple in the city 
since the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb 
were themselves the temple, and the city did 
not need the sun or the moon for light, since 
it was lit by the radiant glory of God and the 
Lamb was a lighted torch for it.' 
 

The word of the Lord. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus said: ‘If anyone loves me  
he will keep my word,  
and my Father will love him,  
and we shall come to him. 
Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL                                        14:23-29 
A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to John 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
'If anyone loves me he will keep my word,  
and my Father will love him,  
and we shall come to him  
and make our home with him. 
Those who do not love me do not keep my 
words.  
And my word is not my own:  
it is the word of the one who sent me. 
I have said these things to you  
while still with you; 
but the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,  
whom the Father will send in my name,  
will teach you everything  
and remind you of all I have said to you. 
Peace I bequeath to you,  
my own peace I give you,  
a peace the world cannot give,  
this is my gift to you.  
Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid. 
You heard me say:  
I am going away, and shall return.  
If you loved me you would have been glad to 
know that I am going to the Father,  
for the Father is greater than I. 
I have told you this now before it happens,  
so that when it does happen you may believe. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

May our prayers rise up to you, O Lord, 
together with the sacrificial offerings, so that, 
purified by your graciousness, we may be 
conformed to the mysteries of your mighty 
love. Through Christ our Lord. 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
If you love me, keep my commandments, 
says the Lord, and I will ask the Father 
and he will send you another Paraclete, to 
abide with you for ever, alleluia. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Almighty and ever-living God, who restore 
us to eternal life in the Resurrection of Christ, 
increase in us, we pray, the fruits of this 
paschal Sacrament and pour into our hearts 
the strength of this saving food. Through 
Christ our Lord. 
 
 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 

 
 

How is God the Father part of your life? 
How is Jesus part of your life? How is the 

Holy Spirit part of your life? 
 

Describe your relationship with Jesus. Do 
you feel Jesus leads you to the Father? What 

did Jesus mean when he said that if you 
have seen him you have seen the Father? 

 

How does the presence of the Holy Spirit 
give strength to your faith life? 

 

Describe how the Trinity – three in One – 
calls you to live a full Christian life. 

 

What is your experience of the Trinity? How 
does this deepen your faith life? 

 

Have you ever felt alone in your faith? Is 
this feeling a positive or negative experience 

for you? What place does solitude have in 
your spiritual development? What place 

does community have?  
 

Where do you need to grow in your faith?  
 

What part does Scripture play in nurturing 
your faith life? 

 

GOSPEL ACTION 
Pray this week for a greater awareness of 
the Holy Spirit. Look for the presence of 
Jesus in another person, especially in 
someone with whom you may have 
difficulties. 
 
Readings –Seventh Sunday of Easter Yr C 
First Reading: Acts                              7:55-60 
Second Reading: Apocal  22:12-14. 16-17. 20 
Gospel: John                                     17:20-26
  



Homily 6th Sunday of Easter. Acts15:1-2,22-29; Rev 21:10-14,22-23; Jn 14:23-29  Deacon Jim Kay 
 
 
The Acts of the Apostles recalls an early dispute in the Church whereby the new converts to Christianity 
from Judaism still wanted to insist on all Gentiles conforming to the Law of Moses and in particular that all 
males should be circumcised. New Christians would also be required to conform to all the dietary rules and 
regulations of the Mosaic Law. Saints Paul and Barnabas disagreed with this and headed to Jerusalem to 
settle the matter with the Apostles in a meeting which became known as the Council of Jerusalem. This 
happened in AD49 and was the first Synod if you like, so perhaps we should be encouraged that just as 
there were disputes and disagreements in the early church, we should not be surprised if there are 
disputes and disagreements in our own time, leading recently, to us all being asked to take part in the 
latest Synod of the Church in 2023 almost 2000 years after the Council of Jerusalem.  
 
What we should notice though, is that in the process of the Council of Jerusalem and in the letter to all the 
churches of the world announcing the decision, they refer to the ‘Holy Spirit and Us’. This is key, that right 
from the earliest days of the Church, the importance of meeting together and listening to each other in 
cooperation with the Holy Spirit is essential to the Church moving forwards into the future. That process 
still goes on whereby we as members of the Church and the whole Church together continue to be refined 
and purified until in the fullness of time, we will become the New Jerusalem that John the Evangelist 
describes in his vision in the Book of the Apocalypse.   
 
A New Jerusalem descending from heaven. This is the new and perfect world that we are all invited to and 
in this new city of Jerusalem, John points out that it has no temple. The Jews believed that God resided in 
the Temple in Jerusalem but John describes that in the New Jerusalem, the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are themselves the Temple. 
 
In John’s Gospel, Jesus continues to teach the Apostles at the Last Supper and prepare them for a time 
when he will no longer be with them. Gospel means ‘Good News’ and Jesus teaches us that God the Father 
and Jesus are one and they live in each and every one of us, for they will ‘come to us and make their home 
with us’. This is Good News indeed! Jesus tells the Apostles quite plainly that He is going back to the Father 
and that they should rejoice in this and when they see this happen, they might believe. Jesus is preparing 
them to witness his Ascension into heaven and so we too prepare ourselves to celebrate the Solemnity of 
the Ascension this coming Thursday.  
 
Jesus knows that his disciples will be like sheep without a shepherd once he leaves them so he promises he 
will ‘send them an Advocate, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in the name of the Son to be with 
them, to teach them and remind them of everything Jesus had told them’. This gift of the Holy Spirit we 
prepare to celebrate at Pentecost, the same Spirit to work with us that worked with the Apostles at that 
Council of Jerusalem. There is so much in this Gospel, we can also see that Jesus is teaching his Apostles 
about the Blessed Trinity by describing how the Father and the Son are one and the Holy Spirit proceeds 
from the Father! As we approach the end of this Easter season, the Church in our liturgy, as well as 
preparing us to celebrate the Solemnities of Ascension and Pentecost, is also preparing us to celebrate The 
Most Holy Trinity. 
 
This Gospel is all Good News and there’s more because Jesus also makes us this promise that he offers us 
his Peace. ‘Peace I bequeath to you, my own Peace I give you, a peace the world cannot give’. 
 
Let us rest in that peace for a moment as we reflect on the Word of God and as we prepare to receive the 
body of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 



Bidding Prayers                                                                                                                                                                     

22nd May 2022 – 6th Sunday Easter, Year C  

 

Priest – Jesus says ‘Peace I bequeath to you, my own peace I give you, a peace 

the world cannot give, this is my gift to you.’ As we bring our prayers before 

the Lord we pray for that gift of peace that Jesus offers .  

Reader – We pray for Pope Francis, Bishop Mark and Christians everywhere; 

filled with the love and peace of the Risen Lord may they be faithful witnesses 

to him.                                                               Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

We pray for all gathered here to worship in faith; may we follow that great 

commandment of love that Jesus himself gave us.                                                                           

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for peace in our own hearts and lives and peace throughout our 

world, particularly in Ukraine and all the troubled areas of our world.          

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.                                                                        

We pray for all those who are sick, housebound or struggling in any way: that 

they may experience the healing love, grace and peace of the Risen Lord.                 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for our parish and our local community: that through the grace of God 

we may hear the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.                                 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for all the faithful departed especially Fr Robin Sutton, Liz Cole, 

Monsignor Chris Lightbound and all those who have died recently:         

“Eternal rest grant unto them…” 

We pray for those who mourn the loss of loved ones; may Christ’s message of 

hope in eternal life bring them comfort and consolation.                                                            

Lord, in your mercy…….  

We ask Our Lady and all the Saints to join their prayers with ours as we say: 

“Hail Mary...”                                                                                                                     

 

Priest –                                                                                                                                                      

Heavenly Father,                                                                                                                                                                       

We offer these and all our prayers                                                                                        

through the Risen Lord Jesus who is Christ our Lord,                                                                                                                 

Amen.                                                                                                                                                      


