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After two years of lockdown the conference was able, to begin to operate at full strength again this 

year. It has been a great blessing for members of the conference to be able to meet face-to-face 

again at our regular meetings and to pray and socialise together.  Our work provides support to a 

wide range of people some of whom are in desperate need of practical help and others who simply 

value the social contact of a friendly telephone call or a regular short visit. All our members testify to 

the fact that we gain as least as much from this work personally and spiritually as do the people we 

help. This year we have partnered with 317 people who have requested our help or who have been 

referred to the SVP by other agencies.  The type of support we have provided throughout the year 

has varied widely depending on the circumstances of the beneficiary. The need may be for food, or 

clothing, or bedding or furniture, or transport or white wares or finance or befriending. Our aim is to 

address whatever need is referred to us and if we cannot help to advise who will be able to help.  

At present we are receiving a significant increase in requests to assist people to pay their energy 

bills. It is quite common to meet people who have had no heat or electricity for several days or 

longer because they cannot afford to feed the electricity meter. We expect that such requests will 

increase significantly in the coming months. We have continued to support our baby feeding 

programme in Sudan and South Sudan. This work is paid for by the Christmas hamper draw which 

we hold each year.  Tickets will again be on sale shortly. Likewise, we have continued to fund the 

training of two student nurses in our sister parishes in Kerala, India. 

In the course of the year members have participated in a variety of training programmes including 

end of life care, safeguarding, and administration. Two members have recently completed a course 

of training to support people in grief recovery. This is a confidential service which has been made 

possible by the generous donations of people who have designated the SVP as the beneficiary of 

collections taken at funerals.  If you know of anyone who would appreciate this service please ask 

them to contact us.  

A new fund raising initiative which we took this year was to hold a successful craft sale. It will be 

repeated in the church on Saturday 29th October from 10 am – 1 pm. If we had more members we 

would be able to provide even more help to people in need. If you would be interested in 

considering joining us in the work we would be delighted to welcome you. Please consider this 

invitation seriously. There is an information open afternoon at the church from 1- 4 pm this 

Sunday. Drop in for a few minutes. Current members will be available to informally talk about how 

you could support the work. Looking to the future also, plans are currently being made to establish a 

‘Minnie Vinnies’ group at Ss Peter & Paul Primary school to introduce the children to the work of the 

SVP. 

Finally, we wish to offer a sincere thank you to all who have supported our work so generously this 

year. It has been both humbling and encouraging to see the magnificent support you provide. 

          Terry Gallagher 

                                                                                                                                                 President 


